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FACT SHEET FOR S.C.M. 1005 

 
proposing regulation freedom amendment; Congress 

 
Purpose 
 

Requests the U.S. Congress (Congress) to propose the Regulation Freedom Amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution. 
 
Background 
 

The U.S. House of Representatives passed the Regulations From the Executive in Need 
of Scrutiny (REINS) Act of 2013. The Act requires a joint resolution of approval from Congress 
before major federal rules can take effect.  

 
A major rule as defined by the REINS Act, is any rule which: 1) resulted or is likely to 

result in an annual effect on the economy of at least $50 million; 2) is made by the Administrator 
of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and that would significantly impact agricultural 
entities; 3) implements a carbon tax; or 4) is made under the Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act (H.R. 367, 113th Cong. (as passed by House amended August 2, 2013)). 
 

Article V of the U.S. Constitution states that amendments to the Constitution may be 
proposed by either a two-thirds vote of both houses or by a convention with two-thirds of state 
legislatures. Ratification of a proposed amendment requires a three-fourths vote of state 
legislatures or three-fourths approval of state conventions. 

 
There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 

legislation.  
 
Provisions 
 
1. Requests Congress to vote to propose the Regulation Freedom Amendment to the U.S. 

Constitution. 
 
2. Stipulates that the Amendment requires, if one-quarter of the members of either chamber of 

Congress oppose a proposed federal regulation, it would need a majority vote of both 
chambers to be adopted. 
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3. Requests the Secretary of State to transmit copies of the memorial as directed. 
 
Prepared by Senate Research 
January 23, 2015 
JA/EK/jo 
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