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Sponsor:  Senator Biggs 
 

DP Committee on Appropriations 

DPA Caucus and COW 

X As Transmitted to the Governor 

OVERVIEW 
SB 1478 makes statutory and session law changes related to the criminal justice system 
necessary to implement the FY 2016 state budget. 

PROVISIONS 
Department of Corrections (ADC) 

1. Allows ADC to offset payments owed in the current fiscal year to the department’s health 
care contractor by the amount of state and federal monies paid by the Arizona Health Care 
Cost Containment System for health care services on behalf of Medicaid-eligible inmates, 
regardless of the dates of service. 
a. Requires the director, on or before July 1 of each year, to notify the directors of the Joint 

Legislative Budget Committee (JLBC) and the Governor’s Office of Strategic Planning 
and Budgeting of the amount of credits against payments for the previous fiscal year. 

2. Requires ADC to report actual FY 2015, estimated FY 2016 and requested FY 2017 
expenditures in the same structure and detail as the prior fiscal year when the department 
submits its FY 2017 budget request. 

3. Requires ADC to award a contract or contracts to open up to 1,000 beds on July 1, 2016 
pursuant to a Request for Proposals (RFP) issued by ADC for up to 2,000 medium security 
prison beds at new or existing contracted bed facilities or expansions of contracted bed 
facilities in this state under the authority of A.R.S. § 41-1609. 

4. Allows ADC to award a contract or contracts for the remaining male medium security prison 
beds under the RFP only if specific legislative authorization for the award is provided. 

5. Repeals Laws 2012, chapter 302, section 27, requiring ADC to award a contract to open up 
prison beds. 

6. Repeals Laws 2014, chapter 12, section 10, allowing ADC to award a contract for medium 
security prison beds, only if specific legislative authorization for the award is provided. 

Department of Juvenile Corrections (DJC) 
7. Prohibits the commitment or the award of a child to the DJC who is any of the following: 

a. Adjudicated delinquent for an offense that is not a felony unless the child has been 
previously adjudicated delinquent for an offense that is a felony or is seriously mental ill. 

b. Under 14 years of age. 
c. A dependent or incorrigible child. 
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8. Makes a conforming change by revising the age in regard to the definition of committed 
youth or youth to mean a person who is 14 years of age, rather than 8 years of age. 

9. Requires DJC to annually assess a committed youth confinement cost sharing fee to each 
county. 

10. Directs counties to pay monies owed within 30 days after a request from the department. 
a. Requires the director to notify the state treasurer if a county does not make the payment. 
b. Requires the state treasurer to withhold the amount, including any additional interest, 

from transaction privilege tax revenues that would otherwise be distributed to the county. 
c. Requires the department and the state treasurer to deposit monies received or withheld 

into the Juvenile Corrections Local Cost Sharing Fund. 

11. Specifies that county contributions related to the confinement of committed youth are 
excluded from the county expenditure limitations. 

12. Allows counties to meet the cost sharing requirements of this section from any source of 
county revenue designated by the county, including monies of any countywide special taxing 
jurisdiction in which the board of supervisors serves as the board of directors. 

13. Establishes the Juvenile Corrections Local Cost Sharing Fund. 
a. DJC administers the fund. 
b. Consists of each county’s contribution for committed youth in secure care facilities. 
c. Specifies that the fund is subject to legislative appropriation and monies are to be used 

for DJC operating costs. 

Department of Public Safety (DPS) 
14. Continues to suspend the statutory caps and transfers of the Arizona Highway User Revenue 

Fund monies available to fund DPS highway patrol costs in FY 2016. 
15. Requires DPS to submit the Gang and Immigration Intelligence Team Enforcement Mission 

Border Security and Law Enforcement subaccount’s entire expenditure plan to the JLBC for 
review prior to spending any money appropriated from the subaccount by the General 
Appropriations Act in FY 2016. 

16. Allows DPS to use monies in the State Aid to Indigent Defense Fund for operating expenses. 

Judiciary 
17. Suspends county non-supplanting requirements related to funding for processing criminal 

cases, alternative dispute resolution programs and the superior court adult probation 
programs and services. 
a. Requires the Arizona Supreme Court to submit a report to the JLBC identifying any 

decrease in county funding related to these suspended provisions, including the reasons 
for the decrease. 

Attorney General (AG) 
18. Permits the AG to use monies in the State Aid to Indigent Defense Fund for activities related 

to capital postconviction prosecution. 
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Miscellaneous 
19. Prescribes a legislative intent clause relating to the cessation of authority for incarceration 

contracts for 2012 and 2014. 

20. Prescribes a legislative intent clause relating the county contribution amount for committed 
youth in secure care facilities. 

21. Contains an applicability clause. 
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