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OVERVIEW 
SB 1445 limits the release of the name of a peace officer who is involved in a use of deadly physical 
force incident for 60 days. 

HISTORY 
Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) § 39-121 states that public records and other matters in the custody 
of a public officer are open to inspection by any person at all times. An officer or custodian may refuse 
inspection of public records to protect the best interests of the state where inspection might lead to 
substantial private or public harm; however only if this harm outweighs the public right to disclosure 
of records.  

Statute provides over 300 exemptions that address the confidentiality of and public access to records. 
Public records laws do not require the disclosure of a peace officer’s residential address or phone 
number (A.R.S. § 11-483). A law enforcement agency may release a photograph of a peace officer 
who is arrested for or charged with a misdemeanor or felony offense. The agency may also release a 
photograph of a peace officer upon request from a newspaper unless the release is not in the best 
interest of the state, taking into consideration the privacy, confidentiality, and safety of the officer 
(A.R.S. § 39-123).  

Deadly physical force is used with the purpose of causing or creating substantial risk of death or 
serious physical injury. Serious physical injury creates a reasonable risk of death or causes serious and 
permanent disfigurement, serious impairment of health, or loss or protracted impairment of the 
function of any bodily organ or limb  (A.R.S. § 13-105). 

A peace officer is justified in using deadly physical force against a person in defense of what the 
officer reasonably believes is the use or imminent use of deadly physical force. A peace officer is also 
justified in using deadly physical force to facilitate the arrest or prevent the escape of a person whom 
the officer reasonably believes: 
• has committed or attempted to commit or is committing or attempting to commit a felony involving 

the use or threatened use of a deadly weapon; 
• is attempting to escape by use of a deadly weapon; 
• is likely to endanger others unless apprehended immediately based the person’s known past or 

present conduct; or 
• is participating in a riot while armed with a deadly weapon for the purpose of lawfully suppressing 

the riot (A.R.S. § 13-410).  
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PROVISIONS 
1. Stipulates that public records laws do not require the disclosure of the name of a peace officer who 

is involved in a use of deadly physical force incident that results in death or serious physical injury 
for 60 days. 

2. Prohibits a law enforcement agency or an employing state or local government entity from 
releasing the peace officer’s name for 60 days. 

3. Specifies the conditions under which the peace officer’s name may be disclosed or released prior to 
60 days: 
a. the officer is arrested or formally charged for actions relating to the incident; 
b. the criminal investigation of the incident is complete; 
c. the officer consents to the release in writing;  
d. an Arizona Rule of Criminal Procedure requires the release; 
e. the officer’s next of kin, or the chief executive officer of the law enforcement agency if the 

officer does not have a next of kin, consents in writing to the release; or 
f. the officer has died in the line of duty and the law enforcement agency consents to the release. 

4. States that any information regarding the peace officer’s disciplinary record that is released must 
redact information that would identify the officer. 

5. Provides a law enforcement agency or an employing state or local government entity with 
discretion in releasing the name of a peace officer if the officer has been arrested for or charged 
with a misdemeanor or felony offense or if a newspaper requests the name for a newsworthy event, 
with exceptions that take the officer’s privacy, confidentiality, and safety into consideration. 
a. Maintains the 60 day waiting period for the release of the name of a peace officer who is 

involved in a use of deadly physical force incident. 
b. Specifies that laws limiting the public disclosure of a peace officer’s name do not apply if the 

name is used by a law enforcement agency to assist a person who has a complaint against the 
officer in identifying the officer or if the name is obtained from a source other than the law 
enforcement agency. 
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