
Fifty-second Legislature  April 2, 2015 
First Regular Session   

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

SB 1387 
recreational user immunity; access 

Sponsors: Senators Pierce, Allen; Representative Pratt, et al. 
 

DP Committee on Military Affairs and Public Safety 

DP Caucus and COW 

X House Engrossed 

OVERVIEW 
SB 1387 specifies that payment by a state agency for the use of lands for recreational or 
associated activities does not qualify as payment of an admission fee. 

HISTORY 
Arizona Revised Statutes § 33-1551 provides liability protection for public and private entities 
that allow the use of their lands for recreational or educational activities. More specifically, land 
owners, easement holders, lessees, tenants, managers, or occupants are not liable for injuries to 
persons or property caused by a recreational user on their lands unless willful, malicious, or 
grossly negligent conduct occurs. 

A recreational user is defined as a person to whom permission has been granted or implied 
without the payment of an admission fee or any other consideration to travel across or to enter 
the premises to hunt, fish, trap, camp, hike, ride, engage in off-highway vehicle, off-road 
recreational motor vehicle, or all-terrain vehicle activities, operate aircraft, exercise, swim, or 
engage in other outdoor recreational activities. 

Public entities and nonprofit organizations are able to charge recreational users a nominal fee to 
cover the costs of providing recreational or educational services, which does not qualify as an 
admission fee. The differentiation between the fees allows public entities and nonprofit 
organizations to collect payment to offset the costs of providing the services while maintaining 
liability protection for injuries caused by recreational users. 

PROVISIONS 
1. Expands the definition of recreational user to specify that payment by a state agency to a 

land owner, easement holder, or lessee for public recreational access to their lands does not 
constitute payment of an admission fee or other consideration.  
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