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OVERVIEW 
SB 1339 limits who can collect another person’s voted or unvoted early ballot.  

HISTORY 
Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) § 16-541 requires all elections in Arizona to provide for early 
voting. All qualified electors may vote by early ballot if they make a request to the county 
recorder, or other officer in charge of elections of the political subdivision in which the voter is 
registered, to early vote within 93 days of the election. Early voters must sign an affidavit 
declaring that the ballots they submit are marked by the voter or by those who assisted the voter 
in marking their selections. After sealing their ballot in the envelope, early voters or their agents 
may mail the envelopes to the county recorder or other officer in charge of elections of the 
political subdivision in which the voter is registered or deposit it at any polling place in the 
county (A.R.S. §§ 16-541, 16-542, 16-547, 16-548). 

A.R.S. § 16-1005 prescribes a Class 5 felony for the following ballot abuses: 
 Knowingly marking a voted or unvoted ballot or ballot envelope with the intent to fix an 

election. 
 Offering or providing any consideration to acquire a voted or unvoted early ballot. 
 Receiving or agreeing to receive any consideration in exchange for a voted or unvoted ballot. 
 Knowingly soliciting the collection of voted or unvoted ballots by misrepresenting oneself as 

an election official or an operator of an official ballot repository or ballot drop off site. 

PROVISIONS 
1. Prohibits a person from collecting more than two voted or unvoted early ballots from another 

person during a two-year election cycle, unless the person is any of the following: 
a. The voter’s family member. 
b. The voter’s household member. 
c. The voter’s caregiver. 
d. A candidate. 
e. A candidate’s spouse. 
f. An election official engaged in official duties. 
g. US postal service workers engaged in official duties. 
h. Any other person permitted by law to transmit mail if engaged in official duties.  

2. Prescribes a Class 6 felony for knowingly violating this Act. 

3. Asserts that this Act does not preclude any special taxing district from adopting and using an 
acreage system of voting. 
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4. Defines family member as a person related to the voter by blood, marriage, adoption or legal 
guardianship. 

5. Defines household member as a person who resides at the same residence as the voter. 

6. Defines caregiver as a person who provides medical or health care assistance to the voter in a 
residence, nursing care institution, hospice facility, assisted living center, assisted living 
facility, assisted living home, residential care institution, adult day health care facility or 
adult foster care home. 

7. Defines candidate as an individual who receives or gives consent for receipt of a 
contribution, including a qualifying contribution, for that individual’s nomination for or 
election to an office that appears on the early ballot that is being collected or an individual 
running for precinct committeeman.  

8. Defines collect as the possession or control of an early ballot.  

9. Makes a technical change. 
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