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X Committee on Military Affairs and Public Safety
Caucus and COW
House Engrossed
OVERVIEW

SB 1300 specifies the conditions under which a law enforcement officer body camera may be
used and establishes the Law Enforcement Officer Body Camera Study Committee (Study
Committee).

HISTORY

SB 1300 defines law enforcement officer body camera as a video and audio recording device that
isworn on the body of alaw enforcement officer. The National Conference of State L egislatures
identified 30 states in which legidation relating to body cameras worn by law enforcement
officers is under consideration for 2015. Additionally, federal legislation has been introduced in
both 2014 and 2015 that would establish a grant program for the acquisition, operation, and
maintenance of body cameras worn by law enforcement officers.

PROVISIONS
Body Camera Recordings
1. Restrictsalaw enforcement agency from using a body camerathat operates on a continuous
basis.

2. Specifiesthat abody camerathat continuously records but only retains up to two minutes of
video when activated is not operating on a continuous basis.

3. Stipulatesthat if an agency provides an officer with abody camera, the officer must control
the operation of the body camera and the following situations must be recorded unless
prohibited by law:

aservicecall;

atraffic stop;

when making an arrest;

when stopping a person whose behavior or actions are suspicious,

while having any contact with an emotionally disturbed person;

when the officer believes the situation may generate acivil complaint;

any activity that islikely to lead to a criminal or civil court action;

any activity in which al of the involved parties consent to the recording and the

recording is not prohibited by law or the agency’s policies; and

i. any timethat the officer believes a situation may turn into a situation listed above.
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4. Directs an officer to turn off the body camera when the officer believes the situation has
concluded.
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5. Requires an officer to notify the agency if he or she forgets to turn off the body camera and
states that this recording may not be viewed.

6. Permits an officer to turn off the body cameraif the officer is having a conversation with a
person who is not the suspect or object of alaw enforcement action, upon request. The
officer isrequired to announce that the body camerais being turned off at the person’s
request.

7. Permits an officer to turn off the body camera during a conversation between officers relating
to the handling of an incident, including information about involved parties and action
options, unless prohibited by law or the agency’s policies. The officer isrequired to
announce that the body camerais being turned off.

8. Permits an officer to turn off the body camera when the suspect or object of alaw
enforcement action makes a recorded request that the body camera be turned off and the
officer consents, unless prohibited by law or the agency’ s policies. The officer isrequired to
announce that the body camerais being turned off and to turn the body camera back on if the
situation escalates beyond a discussion or involves law enforcement action, shouting or
violence. The body camera may not be turned off during an investigation of a domestic
violence offense if the agency has awritten policy that requires the recording.

9. Permits an officer to turn off the body camera during a conversation or activity that is
unrelated to the situation, such as a personal conversation or the use of restroom facilities.

Use of the Recording, Public Records Disclosure, and Civil Action
10. Allows arecorded incident that involves alaw enforcement activity or the handling of an
emotionally disturbed person to be saved and used for training purposes, which may only be
viewed by officers, recruits, reserve officers, posse members, volunteer officers, dispatchers,
and consultants or outside training personnel as applicable.

11. Stipulates that a body camera recording and related datais not subject to public records
disclosure.

12. Permits an agency to release part or al of arecording to the public only if the public’s need
to view the recording outweighs privacy or confidentiality interests or the best interests of the
state, the release will not interfere with or compromise an investigation, and the request is not
burdensome or harassing.

13. Specifies that a person’ s right to avoid public embarrassment outweighs the public’ sright to
view the recording for entertainment purposes.

14. Provides a person with the ability to file action in superior court to release the recording if
the agency does not consent to the release.

15. Requires the superior court to review whether the agency’ s determination was valid.

16. Allows the superior court to award attorney fees and other legal costs reasonably incurred in
the action if the person who filed the action prevails.

17. States that a person who iswrongfully denied access to the recording has a cause of action
against the agency for damages related to the denial.

Study Committee
18. Establishes the Study Committee with the following members:

Fifty-second Legislature
First Regular Session 2 March 18, 2015



SB 1300

a. aSenator who is appointed by the Senate President and a Representative who is
appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives who serve as co-chairs;

b. apolice chief who is appointed by the Governor;

acounty sheriff who is appointed by the Governor;

afaculty member in acriminal justice program at an Arizona public university who is

appointed by the Governor;

e. arepresentative from a news gathering organization who is appointed by the Governor;

a state prosecutor who is appointed by the Arizona Prosecuting Attorneys Advisory

Council;

g. three members of a police association who are appointed by the Governor;

h. two attorneys who are members of the State Bar of Arizona, one of whom represents a
group that promotes civil liberties, who are appointed by the Governor; and

i. two public members who are Arizonaresidents, one of whom is associated with acivil
rights association, who are appointed by the Governor.
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19. Requires the Study Committee to recommend policies and laws on the use of body cameras
and body camera recordings.

20. Allows the Study Committee to:

a. request information, data, and reports from a county or state agency or a political
subdivision and specifies that the information must be provided electronically when
possible; and

b. hold hearings, conduct fact-finding tours, and receive testimony from witnesses, which
includes participants in the criminal justice system, who may also assist the Study
Committee with its purpose.

21. Directs state agencies to provide the Study Committee with its services, equipment,
documents, personnel, and facilities to the extent possible and at no cost to the Study
Committee.

22. Requiresthe Legislature to provide staff and support services to the Study Committee.

23. Stipulates that the Study Committee must meet at the State Capitol or other places as deemed
necessary or convenient by the Study Committee co-chairs.

24. States that all Study Committee meetings are open to the public.

25. Specifies that Study Committee members are not eligible for compensation; however the
members are eligible for reimbursement of expenses.

26. Requires the Study Committee to submit a report on its findings and recommendations,
including its recommendations on the use of body cameras in Arizona, to the Governor, the
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the President of the Senate by the end of
calendar year 2015. A copy of the report must be transmitted to the Secretary of State.

27. Repeals the Study Committee on July 1, 2016.
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