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House Engrossed
OVERVIEW

SB 1297 requires the Arizona Department of Health Services (ADHS), the Arizona Department
of Child Safety (DCS) and the Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System (AHCCCS) to
prepare a report that compares the prescription rate of psychotropic medications prescribed to
foster children enrolled in AHCCCS with the prescription rate of psychotropic medications
prescribed to nonfoster children enrolled in AHCCCS.

HISTORY

The Comprehensive Medical and Dental Program (CMDP) is the health plan responsible for
ensuring, in partnership with foster care providers, the provision of appropriate and quality
health care services for the well-being of Arizona's children in foster care (Arizona Revised
Statutes [A.R.S. 8§ 8-512]). According to DCS, the purpose of CMDP is to ensure that members
assigned to CDMP have appropriate access to medically necessary health care and to exhibit that
CMDP iswithin the standards and mandates required by AHCCCS.

A.R.S. § 8-271 in part, defines inpatient assessment as the administration of psychotropic
medi cation and medication monitoring, if necessary to complete the assessment or to prevent the
child from being a danger to self or others. A.R.S. § 8-272 states that if a child exhibits behavior
that indicates the child may suffer from a mental disorder or is a danger to self or others, an
entity may reguest that the child receive an outpatient or inpatient assessment. Statute requires a
psychologist, psychiatrist or physician to conduct an inpatient assessment within 72 hours after a
child is admitted to an inpatient assessment facility and outlines the recommendations that must
be made at the conclusion of the assessment.

PROVISIONS

1. Requires ADHS, DCS and AHCCCS to prepare areport on or before August 31 of every odd
numbered year that compares the prescription rate of psychotropic medications prescribed to
foster children enrolled in AHCCCS with the prescription rate of psychotropic medications
prescribed to nonfoster children enrolled in AHCCCS.

2. Requiresthe report to include the following:
a. The number of children receiving psychotropic medications delineated by:
i.  Agegroup;
ii.  Type of psychotropic medication;
iii.  Number of prescriptions; and
iv.  Number of children prescribed one, two, three, four and five or more psychotropic
drugs.
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b.

C.

The number of psychiatrists and physicians prescribing psychotropic medications to
foster children, including those submitting to Medicaid for treatment reimbursement.

The psychiatrists and physicians who have the highest number of prescriptions to
children under state care of the following medications:

i

ii.
iii.
iv.

\Y

Antipsychotics,
Antidepressants;
Psychostimulants;
Mood stabilizers; and
Anti-anxiety drugs.

d. A summary of compliance with informed consent requirements for enrolled children in
foster care.
The annual costs of psychotropic medicines to children under state care.

€.

3. Requires the report to be submitted to the chairpersons of the House of Representatives
Children and Family Affairs Committee and the Senate Health and Human Services
Committee, or the chairpersons of any successor committees, and requires a copy of the
report to be provided to the Secretary of State.

4. Defines psychotropic medication as a medication that is prescribed for the treatment of
symptoms of psychosis or another mental, emotional or behavioral disorder and that is used
to exercise an effect on the central nervous system to influence and modify behavior,
cognition or affective state and states that psychotropic medication includes all of the
following:

i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
V.
Vi.

Psychomotor stimulants;

Antidepressants;

Antipsychotic or neuroleptics;

Agents for control of mania or depression;

Antianxiety agents; and

Sedatives, hypnotics or other sleep-promoting medications.
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