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First Regular Session   
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SB 1296 
spousal maintenance; veterans disability benefits 
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OVERVIEW 
SB 1296 specifies that a court may award spousal maintenance to a requesting party, which is 
defined as the person who filed the motion for spousal maintenance.  

HISTORY 
The Maricopa County Superior Court describes spousal maintenance, or alimony, as the money 
that is paid by one spouse to the other as part of the divorce decree. The payment is designed as a 
safeguard for a spouse who otherwise would be unable to provide for their needs or who meets 
other requirements under the law. A judge determines spousal maintenance by the length of the 
marriage, the age and earning ability of the spouse who is asking for maintenance, the standard 
of living the parties enjoyed during the marriage, the ability of the other spouse to pay, and what 
the person who is asking for the maintenance contributed to the marriage. The amount is 
determined by what the judge considers to be a reasonable deduction from the monthly income 
of the paying spouse and a reasonable monthly payment to the receiving spouse.  

Service-connected disability compensation is a monetary benefit paid to veterans who are 
determined by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to be disabled as the result of an 
injury or illness that was incurred or aggravated during active military service. Combat-Related 
Special Compensation (CRSC) is a U.S. Department of Defense program that provides a tax-free 
monthly payment to eligible retired veterans with combat related disabilities. CRSC restores 
retired pay lost due to the VA disability compensation offset (Title 10 U.S.C. § 1413a).  

Laws 2010, Chapter 70 added that in determining whether to award spousal maintenance or the 
amount of any award of spousal maintenance, the court may not consider any federal disability 
benefits awarded to the other spouse for service-connected disabilities pursuant to Title 38 
U.S.C. Chapter 11. Laws 2014, Chapter 239 amended this provision to also include CRSC. 

PROVISIONS 
1. Specifies that the court may award spousal maintenance or the amount of any award of 

spousal maintenance to a requesting party.  

2. Defines requesting party as a person who filed a motion for spousal maintenance.  
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