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OVERVIEW 
SB 1289 suspends school and school district A-F letter grades for School Years (SY) 2015 and 
2016 and establishes a transition process for the Arizona Department of Education (ADE) to 
revise the accountability system. 

HISTORY 
The Arizona Department of Education (ADE) is required to compile an annual achievement 
profile for each public school and school district (Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) § 15-241). 
For schools that offer instruction in grades K-8, the achievement profile is calculated using 
Arizona’s Measure of Academic Progress, Arizona’s Instrument to Measure Standards (AIMS) 
test results and the English Language Learners (ELL) test results. For schools that offer 
instruction in grades 9-12, the achievement profile includes annual dropout rates, graduation 
rates and AIMS and ELL test results. The school’s achievement profile is used to determine the 
school or school district’s letter grade classification as A, B, C, D or F based on the following 
performance levels: 

• A schools demonstrate an excellent level of performance.  
• B schools demonstrate an above average level of performance.  
• C schools demonstrate an average level of performance.  
• D schools demonstrate a below average level of performance.  
• F schools demonstrate a failing level of performance or are determined by the Arizona State 

Board of Education (SBE) to be among the persistently lowest-achieving schools in Arizona 
under federal school accountability requirements. 

A.R.S. § 15-211 directs SBE, in collaboration with ADE, to establish a K-3 Reading Program to 
improve reading proficiency. School districts and charter schools receive additional funding if 
the school or school district is assigned a letter grade of C, D or F or if more than 10% of the 
students in grade 3 are determined to be reading far below the third grade level through the 
AIMS reading test.  According to the Joint Legislative Budget Committee, ADE received $40 
million for the K-3 Reading Program in Fiscal Year (FY) 2014. 

PROVISIONS 
1. Prohibits, as session law, ADE from assigning school and school districts an A-F letter grade 

in SYs 2015 and 2016 in order for ADE, subject to SBE approval, to develop and implement 
a revised accountability system. 
a. Directs ADE to continue to collect and publish data concerning academic performance 

indicators in SYs 2015 and 2016. 
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2. Directs ADE, subject to SBE approval, to develop criteria to identify schools and school 
districts that demonstrate a below average level of performance for SY 2015 and 2016. 

3. Permits school district governing boards to adopt alternative policies for performance 
funding or dismissal and nonrenewal procedures for teachers in the lowest performance 
classification for SYs 2015 and 2016. 

4. Directs each school district and charter school assigned a C, D or F in SY 2014 or that has 
more than 10% of third grade students reading far below the third grade level according to 
the AIMS or a successor test, if data is available, to receive K-3 Reading Support Level 
Weight monies only after the K-3 Reading Program plan has been approved by SBE in FYs 
2016 and 2017. 

5. Requires SBE, in cooperation with ADE, to submit a report containing proposed legislation 
to implement the revised accountability system by December 15, 2015, to the Governor, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives and President of the Senate and provide a copy to 
the Secretary of State. 

6. Prohibits a student’s score on a statewide assessment from being used as a factor in 
determining the student’s letter grade in any course in SYs 2015 and 2016. 

7. Contains a retroactive effective date of July 1, 2014. 
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