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OVERVIEW 
SB 1283 outlines requirements for the co-location of health care, behavioral health care or 
counseling service facilities. 

HISTORY 
Laws 1973, Chapter 158, established the Arizona Department of Health Services (ADHS). The 
mission of ADHS is to utilize direct care, science, public policy and leadership to set the 
standard for personal and community health.  The governor appoints the director of ADHS who 
is responsible for the direction, operation and control of the department.  ADHS consists of 
several divisions including the Division of Behavioral Health Services, the Division of Public 
Health Services and the Division of Licensing Services (Division). The Division licenses and 
monitors health, child care facilities and providers throughout Arizona.  Licensing inspections, 
on-site surveys and complaint investigations are conducted to promote quality care and safety 
and ensure performance standards are met for facility operation and maintenance. 

Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) § § 36-401 and 36-402 provides definitions for terms relating 
to health care institutions subject to licensure by ADHS and outlines facilities that are exempt 
from ADHS licensure, supervision, regulation or control.   

PROVISIONS 
1. Requires the director, by rule, to adopt licensing provisions that facilitate the co-location and 

integration of outpatient treatment centers that provide medical, nursing and health-related 
services with behavioral health services.  

2. Provides that one or more outpatient treatment center licensees that provide medical, nursing 
and health-related services may co-locate or co-locate with one or more licensees that 
provide behavioral health services or with one or more licensed counseling facilities and may 
share common areas at the collaborating outpatient treatment center premises and share non-
treatment personnel. 

3. Directs co-locators at a collaborating outpatient treatment center to: 
a. Designate which outpatient treatment center will act as the collaborating outpatient 

treatment center and be liable and responsible for the health, safety cleanliness and 
maintenance of all common areas and the supervision and training of all shared non-
treatment personnel utilizing written policies of the collaborating outpatient treatment 
center; 

b. Designate which areas are considered common areas and which personnel are designated 
as shared non-treatment personnel; 
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c. Designate the associated licensed providers; and  
d. Ensure that medical records that are located in common areas or shared by co-locators are 

maintained pursuant to federal and state confidentiality laws.  A co-locator may have 
access to a patient’s medical records only if the patient has consented. 

4. Asserts that co-locators must solely maintain and use treatment areas that are designated 
pursuant to each of their respective licenses and may not use another co-locator’s treatment 
areas except as follows: 
a. For the provision of emergency services; and 
b. During hours of operation by a co-locator that are clearly identified by signage to the 

public and notice to ADHS.  

5. States the governing authority of a licensed collaborating outpatient treatment center, by 
agreement, may share common areas and may share non-treatment personnel with one or 
more exempt health care providers or one or more licensed counseling facilities. 

6. Specifies that treatment areas that are licensed under an outpatient treatment center may also 
be used by an exempt health care provider if the provider’s treatment areas and hours of 
operation are clearly identified by signage to the public and notice to ADHS. 

7. Allows an outpatient treatment center to contract with or employ an exempt health care 
provider to provide health care services to the outpatient treatment center’s patients. 

8. Exempts, ADHS from the rule making requirements, for purposes of implementing this act 
until April 15, 2016.  ADHS must provide public notice and an opportunity for public 
comment on proposed rules at least 30 days before the rules are adopted or amended. 

9. Requires the director of ADHS to consider the adoption of, and amendment to, rules relating 
to the licensing of behavioral health residential facilities, outpatient treatment centers and 
behavioral health respite homes.  For this purpose ADHS is exempt from the rulemaking 
requirements until April 15, 2016.  ADHS must provide public notice and an opportunity for 
public comment on proposed rules adopted or amended at least 30 days before the adoption 
or amendment.  In adopting the rules, the director must: 
a. Provide for the use outpatient treatment centers for the provision of respite care for 

children receiving behavioral health services pursuant to rules adopted by ADHS; and 
b. Allow children who are receiving behavioral health services to receive respite care in a 

behavioral health residential facility without a nursing assessment or physical 
examination if the child will be receiving respite services for fewer than five consecutive 
days at the facility.   

10. Defines associated licensed provider, collaborating outpatient treatment center, co-locator, 
common areas, emergency health care services, exempt health care provider, non-treatment 
personnel and treatment areas. 

11. Contains an emergency clause. 
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