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OVERVIEW 
SB 1200 transfers the responsibility of maintaining the Mining and Mineral Museum from the 
Arizona Historical Society (AHS) to the Arizona Geological Survey (AGS) and makes statutory 
changes to implement this Act. 

HISTORY 
Laws 2010, Chapter 277 transferred the responsibility of maintaining the Arizona Mining and 
Mineral Museum from the former Arizona Department of Mines and Mineral Resources to the 
Arizona Historical Society (AHS) as part of the Centennial Museum and established the 
Centennial and Mining and Mineral Museum Advisory Council (Centennial Council). The 
museum closed on May 1, 2011 for renovations but has not reopened since.  

Laws 2014, Chapter 18 required the AHS and the Department of Administration (ADOA) to 
submit a report to the Joint Legislative Budget Committee (JLBC) with options for the use of the 
vacant museum building located at 1502 West Washington Street in Phoenix. A report was 
submitted, which provided four options, approximate costs or proceeds for the options and the 
preferred option of the AHS and the ADOA. The options included: 
1. Reopening the Mining and Mineral Museum   - $2,120,300 
2. Converting the space into offices                      - $3,081,500 
3. Selling the facility                                             - $2,900,000 (estimated proceeds) 
4. Maintaining the status quo                                - No Cost 

The report submitted to JLBC provided that the AHS and ADOA agreed to option 4. The Fiscal 
Year (FY) 2016 Baseline includes $428,300 to cover the $360,800 facility rent payment to 
ADOA and the $67,500 salary for the museum curator.  

The AHS is Arizona’s oldest cultural organization, founded by the Territorial Legislature on 
November 7, 1864, and charged with preserving Arizona history for the present and future.  The 
AHS, which is governed by a Board of Directors, acquires preserves, maintains and publicly 
exhibits archival and museum objects pertaining to the history of Arizona, the West and state-
based Indian tribes.  The AHS’s most notable museums are in Yuma, Flagstaff, Tucson, Phoenix 
and Tempe. 

PROVISIONS 
1. Changes the name of the Centennial Museum to the Mining, Mineral and Natural Resources 

Educational Museum (Museum).  
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2. Transfers the obligation of maintaining and operating the Museum from the AHS to the AGS 
and repeals statutes relating to AHS management of the Museum.  
a. Declares that the AGS succeeds to the authority, power and duties of the AHS with 

respect to the former Centennial Museum.  

3. Allows the state geologist to do the following in order to operate and maintain the Museum: 
a. Promote the recognition and celebration of the historical, cultural, economic and social 

contributions made by mining, mineral and natural resources industries;  
b. Apply for and accept grants, donations, gifts, bequests of legacies of real or personal 

property or any other contributions as specified by the donor;  
c. Accept restricted and unrestricted monies from federal, state and local governments;  
d. Establish and collect entrance fees to the Museum;  
e. Operate a gift shop;  
f. Employ a curator;  
g. Operate educational programming;  
h. Accept services from volunteers; and 
i. Pay necessary costs for operating and maintaining the Museum.  

4. Requires the AGS to: 
a. Adopt a collections management policy established by a national association of 

museums; and 
b. Maintain the items, artifacts and other inventory for display or storage in the Museum.  

5. Allows AGS to sell or otherwise dispose of materials received for the Museum in 
coordination with the Museum Advisory Council and pursuant to the AGS adopted national 
museum standards and best practices.  

6. Establishes a separate account in the Geological Survey Fund consisting of monies to be used 
for the restoration, maintenance and operations of the Museum.  

7. Transfers the duties of the Centennial Council to the newly established Mining, Mineral and 
Natural Resources Educational Museum Advisory Council (Advisory Council).  

8. Modifies and transfers the membership of the Centennial Council to the Advisory Council, 
which will consist of the following members: 
a. The state geologist;  
b. One member representing the livestock industry;  
c. Two members representing the mining industry;  
d. One member representing the agriculture industry;  
e. One member representing the tourism industry;  
f. One member representing the timber industry;  
g. One member who is knowledgeable of gems and minerals;  
h. Two public members;  
i. One member of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker; and 
j. One member of the Senate appointed by the President.  

9. Reduces the term of office for members of the Advisory Council from five years to four 
years, allows members serving on the Advisory Council to continue to serve until the 
expiration of the member’s current term and specifies all subsequent appointed members will 
serve four-year terms.  
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10. Allocates monies from the Arizona Centennial Special Plate Fund to the AGS to pay for 
maintenance and operations of the museum and requires all unexpended and unencumbered 
monies remaining in the Centennial Special Plate Fund to be transferred to the Museum 
account in the Geological Survey Fund.  

11. Specifies that this Act does not alter the effect of any actions that were taken or impair the 
valid obligations of the AHS with respect to the former Centennial Museum in existence 
before the effective date of this Act and now assumed by the AGS.  

12. Requires the AHS to provide a list, the location and assist with the transfer of all Mining and 
Mineral Museum inventory to the AGS.  

13. Requires the state geologist to submit a report of the operations of the Museum, which will 
include a determination if General Fund monies are necessary for continued maintenance and 
operations of the Museum, information relating to excess specimens and recommendations of 
additional uses of the Museum to the Governor, the Legislature and the Secretary of State 
prior to January 1, 2019.  

14. Appropriates $428,300 and one full-time equivalent position from the AHS to the AGS in FY 
2016 for use in operating the museum.  

15. Requires all unexpended and unencumbered monies received by the Historical Society for 
operating the former museum, including monies from the gift shop and any entrance fees 
collected are transferred to the Museum Account.  

16. Makes technical and conforming changes.  
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