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OVERVIEW 
SB 1197 provides an exemption from the vehicle license tax (VLT) and registration fee for a 
vehicle owned by a spouse or dependent of a law enforcement officer, firefighter or emergency 
responder who was killed in the line of duty. 

HISTORY 
A motor vehicle is required to be registered with the Arizona Department of Transportation’s 
(ADOT) Motor Vehicle Division (MVD) for the current registration year. The registration 
process requires the owner to show proof that the vehicle passed an emissions inspection, if 
required, and to pay the applicable VLT, registration fee, air quality compliance sticker fee and 
air quality research fee. 

Currently, the VLT is based on an assessed value of 60 percent of the manufacturer’s base retail 
price reduced by 16.25 percent for each year after the vehicle was first registered in Arizona. The 
VLT rate is $2.80 for new vehicles and $2.89 for used vehicles for each $100 of the assessed 
value of the vehicle. The average VLT in Arizona is approximately $127. The fee to register a 
vehicle is $8. Monies collected from VLT are distributed to the State Highway Fund and to local 
governments. 

PROVISIONS 
1. Specifies that beginning January 1, 2016, the registering officer may not collect a VLT or 

registration fee for a vehicle owned by a surviving spouse or a surviving dependent of a 
deceased law enforcement officer, firefighter or emergency responder who was killed in the 
line of duty or who died from injuries suffered in the line of duty on or after April 5, 1933.  

2. States that the exemption applies to the surviving spouse until the surviving spouse remarries 
or passes away. 

3. States that the exemption applies until the person is no longer considered a dependent. 

4. Limits a surviving spouse or surviving dependent to only one vehicle for the exemption 
under this legislation. 

5. Defines dependent as an unmarried child of a deceased law enforcement officer, firefighter or 
emergency responder who meets one of the following qualifications: 
a. Is under eighteen years of age; 
b. Is at least eighteen years of age and under twenty-three years of age only during any 

period that the child is a full-time student; or 
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c. Is under a disability that began before the child attained twenty-three years of age and 
remains a dependent of the surviving spouse or a guardian. 
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