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OVERVIEW 
SB 1172 prohibits school districts and charter schools from releasing student information to a 
person or group for the purposes of engaging in political activity. 

HISTORY 
Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) § 15-1045 requires all collection, maintenance and disclosure 
of student educational records compiled by the Arizona Department of Education to comply with 
the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).   FERPA is a federal law designed to 
protect the privacy of student data (20 U.S. Code § 1232g).  According to the U.S. Department of 
Education (ED), FERPA generally prohibits the improper disclosure of information that would 
identify a student. FERPA applies to all educational agencies and institutions that receive federal 
funding.  A school is prohibited under FERPA from disclosing information about a student that 
would identify them to a third party unless the student or parent has provided written consent, 
with exceptions. If a violation occurs, the student may file a complaint with the Family Policy 
Compliance Office of ED.  On determination that a violation has occurred, the school is 
informed and must take steps to come back into compliance (www.ed.gov). 

A.R.S. § 15-142 permits school district governing boards and charter school governing bodies to 
release student directory information, including names, addresses and telephone numbers, to 
persons that inform students of educational or occupational opportunities or to official recruiting 
representatives of the state militia and U.S. armed services. 

A.R.S. § 15-511 prohibits a person acting on behalf of a school district or charter school from 
using school resources for the purposes of influencing the outcomes of elections, though the 
school district may distribute informational materials related to proposed budget override and 
bond elections.  Additionally, an employee of a school district or charter school working in an 
official capacity or acting as an agent of the district or charter is prohibited from giving students 
written materials to influence the outcome of an election or to advocate for or against pending or 
proposed legislation. 

PROVISIONS 
1. Prohibits a school district or charter school from releasing information, including student 

directory information or information that would violate FERPA, to any person or group for 
the purposes of engaging in political activity, including activity relating to a bond or override 
election 

2. Prohibits a school district or charter school from accepting monetary compensation or gifts, 
other than fees permitted by law, for the production of records or in return for providing 
restricted information under this Act. 
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3. Modifies the prohibition on a charter school or school district employee giving students 
written materials to influence an election or legislation to prohibit an employee acting on 
behalf of or in an official capacity for a school district or charter school from distributing any 
written or electronic materials to influence an election or advocate for or against legislation. 

4. Makes technical and conforming changes. 
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