
Fifty-second Legislature  Analyst Initials _______ 
First Regular Session  March 18, 2015 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

SB 1071 
tax lien deeds; aggregate fees 

Sponsors: Senators Smith, McGuire; Representative Stevens, et al. 
 

DP Committee on Government & Higher Education 

DP Caucus and COW 

F House Engrossed 

OVERVIEW 
SB 1071 limits fees that a county treasurer (Treasurer) may charge for a judgment deed 
conveying property on which a lien was sold to an aggregate amount not to exceed $500. 

HISTORY 
Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) § 41-18101 stipulates that a Treasurer shall secure unpaid 
delinquent tax payments by selling tax liens at an aggregate amount equal to all unpaid taxes, 
penalties, interest and charges due on the property for current and proceeding years. Each year 
the Treasurer must hold an auction where investors bid to purchase tax liens, the investor who 
bids the lowest interest rate wins the lien through the payment of delinquent taxes.  

Once a sale of delinquent taxes occurs, the Treasurer will provide a certificate of purchase (CP) 
which describes the real property on which a lien is sold and lists details of the sale. Statute 
allows the Treasurer to collect ten dollars from the purchaser for each CP. (A.R.S. § 42-18118) 

A real property tax lien may be redeemed within three years of the date of its sale by the owner, 
the owner’s agent, assignee or attorney, or any person who has legal or equitable claim in the 
property. In order to redeem a lien, an individual must pay the amount for which the lien was 
sold with the interest that is specified on the CP, the taxes accruing after the sale and statutory 
fees paid by the purchaser. (A.R.S. §§ 42-18151, 42-18152) 

Pursuant to A.R.S. § 42-18201, in cases that a lien has not been redeemed within three years of 
its sale, the purchaser of the lien may bring an action to foreclose the right to redeem to the 
county’s superior court. If the court finds the sale valid, it will enter a judgment to foreclose the 
right to redeem, which  directs the Treasurer to expeditiously execute and deliver to the party in 
whose favor the judgment is entered, a deed conveying the property described in the CP. (A.R.S. 
§ 42-18204) 

Current statute states that once a purchaser receives a certified copy of the judgment foreclosing 
the right to redeem, they shall pay a $50 fee to the Treasurer’s office. The Treasurer’s office 
must then execute and deliver a deed conveying the property from the judgment to the purchaser. 
Laws 2004, Chapter 232 increased the judgment deed fee from $10 to $50.  

PROVISIONS 
1. Stipulates that a Treasurer’s fees for a deed conveying property listed in a judgment 

foreclosing the right to redeem shall not to exceed an aggregate amount of $500 in cases 
where ten or more parcels are involved.  
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2. Makes the changes in this section apply retroactively to any judgment that is entered before 
the effective date of this act for which the deed has not been obtained.   
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