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OVERVIEW 
HB 2540 makes technical changes.  

SUMMARY OF THE PROPOSED STRIKE-EVERYTHING AMENDMENT TO HB 2540 
The proposed strike-everything amendment to HB 2540 adds administrative requirements for 
initiative and referendum petitions and signature sheets.  

HISTORY 
Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) § 19-111 requires a person or organization intending to 
propose a law or constitutional amendment by initiative petition or filing a referendum against a 
measure to file an application with the Secretary of State (SOS) on a form provided by the SOS. 
The application contains information including the person’s or organization’s name, titles of its 
officers and their intention to circulate and file a petition. Statute prohibits the SOS from 
accepting an application for initiative or referendum without an accompanying statement of 
organization or signed exemption statement. On receipt of the application, the SOS assigns an 
official serial number to the petition, which appears in the lower right-hand corner of each side 
of each copy. A record is maintained in the office of the SOS of each application received and of 
the numbers assigned and issued to the applicant.  

A.R.S. § 19-121.01 requires the SOS, within 20 days of the filing date of initiative and 
referendum petitions, to remove signature sheets for various reasons including not bearing the 
petition serial number in the lower right-hand corner of each side . 

A.R.S. § 19-141 stipulates that the duties required by the SOS as to state legislation shall be 
performed by the city or town clerk and county officer in charge of elections as to municipal and 
county legislation, respectively.  

PROVISIONS 
1. Directs the SOS, municipal clerks and county officers in charge of elections to do the 

following: 
a. Provide separate fillable forms for initiative and referendum petitions and signature 

sheets for the petition. 
b. Place the official serial number on the petition and each signature form. 
c. Ensure the petition form and signature sheets issued to each applicant are complete, 

correct and contain all the information required by law for a valid petition and signatures. 
i. Specifies that this does not include verifying information regarding the signers and 

circulators, the actual signatures, the notarized signatures of the circulators and the 
information regarding and signature of the notary public.  
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2. Makes technical and conforming changes.  
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