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OVERVIEW
HB 2524 establishes two new special license plates and funds: the Arizona Professional Golf and
Firefighter Special License Plates.

HISTORY

The Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) Motor Vehicle Division (MVD) provides
one license plate to every motor vehicle owner for each vehicle registered. Vehicle license plates
display both the state name and a number assigned to the vehicle and the owner, aswell asMVD
issued registration stickers. In addition to standard Arizona vehicle license plates, MVD issues
special license plates for a variety of causes and organizations. The fee for obtaining or renewing
a special license plate is $25. From the $25 fee, $8 is an administrative fee that goes to ADOT,
and $17 is used as a donation to the respective organization. The cost of each new special license
plate is $32,000. The money is used for the production of the new special plate.

According to MVD, there are over 60 types of license plates available in Arizona including
specialized license plates, with the most popular being the personalized license plate. There are
six military specia plates, two types of handicapped plates and plates for the three state
universities. There are also license plates indicating the vehicle' s status, such as afarm vehicle or
historic vehicle.

The Southwest PGA Foundation is one of forty-one sections of the Professional Golfers
Association of America. Its boundaries include the state of Arizona and Clark County, Nevada.
The mission of the Southwest Section PGA Foundation isto grow the game of golf and
strengthen our community through charitable giving. Funds are raised primarily through PGA
Golf Day, giftsto foundation, and various charitable programs.

The Arizona Firefighters Fund was established at the Arizona Community Foundation in August
of 2012. Each September, the Arizona State Fire School (ASFS) conducts classes for nearly
1,000 firefighters in metro-Phoenix. After state funding ended in 2009, efforts began to build a
permanent endowment that would cover ASFS tuition costs for 500 rural firefighters each year.
With agoa of $1 million, the ongoing effort is aimed at guaranteeing that the hard work already
accomplished by those before us lessens the effort required from those who follow.

PROVISIONS

1. Establishes the following special plates upon an entity paying $32,000 to ADOT by
December 31, 2015:
a. ArizonaProfessional Golf Special License Plate
b. Firefighter Special License Plate

Fifty-second Legislature Analyst Initials
First Regular Session March 19, 2015



HB 2524

2.

Establishes that the entity providing the $32,000 will choose the design and color of the
plates with final approval coming from ADOT.

Allows a request for Special License Plates to be combined with a request for personalized
plates.

Specifies that a Special License Plate will cost $25 for originals and renewals.
a $8isan administration fee.
b. $17 isan annua donation.

Requires ADOT to deposit all specia plate administration fees in the State Highway Fund
(SHF), and al donations collected in the Special Plate Fund (Fund), established by this
legidlation.

6. Establishesthe Fund and allows the Director to administer the Fund.
7. Specifies that no more than 10% of monies in the Fund be used for administering the Fund

10.

11.

for Arizona Professional Golf,

Specifies that no more than 5% of monies in the Fund be used for administering to the
Firefighter Specia License Plate Fund.

Requires the State Treasurer to invest and divest monies from the Fund, as provided by law,
on notice from the Director of ADOT.

Firefighter Special License Plate Fund

Requires the Director to annually distribute money from the Firefighter Special License Plate
Fund to the entity who paid the implementation fee so long as it meets the following
requirements:

a. Be a charitable organization under 501(c)(3) of the U.S. Internal Revenue Code for
federal income tax purposes.

b. Have a mission of leading, serving and collaborating to create philanthropy for a better
state.

c. Must have been awarding grants since 1978.

d. Provide funding year-round to nonprofit organizations, government agencies and
educational institutions to be used for general operating support, programmatic support
and capacity building.

e. Provide scholarshipsfor life safety training of firefightersin this State.

Arizona Professional Golf Fund

Requires the Director to annually distribute money from the Arizona Professional Golf
Special License Plate Fund to the entity who paid the implementation fee so long as it meets
the following requirements:

a. Be a charitable organization under 501(c)(3) of the U.S. Internal Revenue Code for
federal income tax purposes.

b. Develops and operates youth golf programs in the State.

c. Holdsgolf programs to benefit intellectually and physically disabled individuals.

d. Teaches programs that instill values related to the game of golf such as sportsmanship,
perseverance, honesty, respect, confidence, integrity, responsibility, courtesy and
judgment.

e. Provides scholarships based on community involvement and academic excellence.

f. Assistsallied organizationsto teach the game of golf to youth.
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