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OVERVIEW 
HB 2499 appropriates $300,000 to the Arizona Department of Health Services (ADHS), 
beginning in Fiscal Year (FY) 2015-2016 and each year thereafter, for grants for middle and high 
school prevention education programs. 

HISTORY 
Laws 1973, Chapter 158, established the ADHS by consolidating the State Department of 
Health, the Arizona Health Planning Authority, Crippled Children Services, the Arizona State 
Hospital and the Anatomy Board. ADHS sets the standard for personal and community health 
and is responsible for protecting and improving public health and providing publicly funded 
behavioral health programs.  

Currently, ADHS consists of numerous divisions which include various bureaus, offices and 
programs within each division. The Division of Behavior Health Services is the permanent 
authority for publicly funded behavioral health services in Arizona.  One of the Division’s 
responsibilities is to administer a comprehensive, regionalized, behavioral health system of 
community based prevention, intervention, treatment and rehabilitative services for individuals 
and families.  This includes the application, execution and oversight of numerous federal grants 
providing funding for mental health, substance abuse and prevention services and workforce 
development training initiatives. 

PROVISIONS 
1. Adds a new section of law, that requires ADHS to issue grants, on a competitive basis, for 

middle and high school prevention education programs to schools that implement programs 
that do the following: 

a.) Promote positive life choices. 
b.) Incorporates an educational prevention component with emphasis on: 

i. Substance abuse 
ii. Mental health 
iii. Violence 
iv. Other risky behaviors 

2. Appropriates $300,000 to ADHS, beginning in FY 2015-2016 and each year thereafter, for 
grants for middle and high school prevention education programs. 

3. Exempts the appropriation from lapsing. 
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Amendments 
Committee on Health 
1. Removes other risky behaviors from the list of educational prevention components. 
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