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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

HB 2488 
housing assistance; seriously mentally ill 

Sponsors: Representatives Carter: Brophy McGee 
 

DP Committee on Children and Family Affairs 

DP Caucus and COW 

X As Transmitted to the Governor 

OVERVIEW 
HB 2488 permits monies in the Seriously Mentally Ill Housing Trust Fund (Fund) to be used for 
rental assistance for a person with a serious mental illness. 

HISTORY 
Laws 1973, Chapter 158, established the Arizona Department of Health Services (ADHS) by 
consolidating the State Department of Health, the Arizona Health Planning Authority, Crippled 
Children Services, the Arizona State Hospital and the Anatomy Board. ADHS sets the standard 
for personal and community health through direct care, science, public policy and leadership. 
The Division of Behavioral Health Services serves as the single state authority to provide 
coordination, planning, administration, regulation and monitoring of all facets of the state public 
behavioral health system. 

Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) § 41-3955.01 established the Fund to be administered by the 
director of ADHS.  The Fund consists of proceeds received from the sale of unclaimed property 
and interest income.  Fund monies must be spent solely for the purpose of housing projects for a 
person with a serious mental illness. A.R.S. § 44-313 provides that the first $2,000,000 in 
unclaimed property revenues are distributed to the Fund.  

At the end of FY 2014, the Fund had a balance of $2.8 million.  

PROVISIONS 
1. Allows Fund monies to be spent for rental assistance until December 31, 2017, for a person 

with a serious mental illness. 
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