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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

HB 2438 
post-traumatic stress disorders: public safety 

Sponsor: Representative Livingston 
 

DP Committee on Military Affairs and Public Safety 

DP Caucus and COW 

X House Engrossed 

OVERVIEW 
HB 2438 establishes the Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) in Public Safety Study 
Committee (Committee). 

HISTORY 
PTSD is a mental disorder that causes individuals to feel stressed or frightened in the absence of 
danger and typically develops after experiencing a traumatic ordeal that involved physical harm 
or the threat of physical harm. PTSD can develop after enduring a variety of traumatic incidents.  

PROVISIONS 
1. Establishes the Committee consisting of the following members: 

a. two members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker who are 
members of different political parties; 

b. two members of the Senate appointed by the President who are members of different 
political parties; 

c. four members who represent the law enforcement community—two from a county with a 
population of at least 1.2 million appointed by Speaker and two from a county with a 
population below 1.2 million appointed by the President; 

d. two psychologists—one from a county with a population of at least 1.2 million appointed 
by the President and one from a county with a population below 1.2 million appointed by 
the Speaker; and 

e. three faculty members—one from each of the three state universities in Arizona—with 
expertise in law, criminology, sociology, or another relevant field appointed by the 
president of each member’s respective university. 

2. Directs the Committee to research and report on the effects of PTSD on state and local law 
enforcement officers. 

3. Allows the Committee to request information from any state agency or political subdivision, 
conduct hearings and receive public testimony, and use state agency resources at no cost to 
the Committee. 

4. Prohibits Committee members from receiving compensation, with the exception of 
reimbursement for expenses. 

5. Requires the Committee to submit a report on its findings to the Governor and the 
Legislature prior to January 1, 2016. 

6. Repeals the Committee on October 1, 2016. 
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