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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

HB 2362 
department of liquor licenses; continuation 
Sponsors: Representatives Shope, Cardenas 

 

DPA Committee on Commerce 

DPA Caucus and COW 

X As Transmitted to the Governor 

OVERVIEW 
HB 2362 continues the Arizona Department of Liquor Licenses and Control (Department) for 
eight years. 

HISTORY 
The Joint Legislative Audit Committee (JLAC) assigned the Sunset Review of the Department to 
the House of Representatives Commerce and the Senate Commerce, Energy and Military 
Committee of Reference (COR).  The COR held one public hearing on Wednesday, November 
19, 2014, to review the performance audit conducted by the COR and to receive public 
testimony. The COR recommended that the Department be continued for 10 years. 

 

Session Laws 1967, Chapter 133, established the Department and defined their powers, duties 
and responsibilities. Authorized by Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) Title 4, the Department 
licenses, investigates and regulates the production, distribution, and sale of alcoholic beverages 
in order to meet its mission to protect public safety and support economic growth through the 
responsible sale and consumption of liquor, and to efficiently license qualified applicants. The 
Department consists of three divisions: the Administration Division, the Licensing Division and 
the Investigations Division. 

 

The current Arizona State Liquor Board (Board) operates independently from the Department 
and consists of seven members appointed by the governor and confirmed by the Senate to serve 
three-year terms. An executive director administers the daily functions. The Board is responsible 
for hearing all liquor license applications that are protested by the public, governing body of a 
city, town or county, or the Department’s director. The Board may also protest an application 
and review appeals made against a decision made by the director. As of August 2014, there were 
11,914 active licenses under the Department.   

 

The Department was last audited by the Auditor General’s Office in 2009 assigned by JLAC. 
The forty-ninth legislature, second regular session (2010) continued the Department for five 
years. The Department’s operating budget for FY 2015 is $3,589,200 and 45.2 FTEs.   

PROVISIONS 
1. Continues the Department for eight years, until July 1, 2023. 
 

2. Contains a purpose clause. 
 

3. Makes the provisions retroactive to July 1, 2015. 
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