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Sponsor: Representative Farnsworth E 
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X As Transmitted to the Governor 

OVERVIEW 
HB 2310 allows the presiding judge in counties with a population of less than 250,000 to enter 
into an agreement to establish a regional mental health court and provides the judge with the 
authority to refer and adjudicate cases. 

HISTORY 
Mental health courts are specialized courts designed to address the unique needs of offenders 
with serious mental illness (SMI) or who are developmentally disabled, provide appropriate 
services that will reduce the possibility of recidivism, improve public safety through improved 
monitoring, reduce the number of jail days spent in custody, and provide accessible treatment 
and support services to clients.  In order to qualify for mental health court, a defendant must be 
enrolled in and have their case managed by a local Regional Behavioral Health Authority, the 
Division of Developmental Disabilities or the Veterans Administration or have a private provider 
that is willing to meet monthly. 

The purpose of these specialized courts is to provide individualized treatment and services by a 
mental health team composed of the judge, the prosecutor, the public defender and a treatment 
team representative to address the defendant’s psychological needs and make assessments for 
treatment referrals.  Defendants are monitored during the time that their case is pending and, 
upon successful completion of the program, the charges will be dismissed.  Completion dates are 
occasionally extended to allow defendants more time to meet requirements.  If a defendant is  
unsuccessful, the defendant will be removed and the case will resume with regular court 
proceedings. 

PROVISIONS 

1. Allows the presiding judge in counties with a population of less than 250,000 to enter into an 
agreement to establish a regional mental health court and provides the judge with the 
authority to refer and adjudicate cases. 

2. Requires originating court to notify the prosecutor of any criminal case referral. 
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