HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HB 2300

firearms; prosecutors; law enforcement officers

Sponsor: Representative Farnsworth E

DPA Committee on Military Affairs and Public Safety
DPA Caucus and COW

X As Transmitted to the Governor

OVERVIEW
HB 2300 authorizes aformer or active prosecutor to carry a concealed firearm in any jurisdiction.

HISTORY

The United States Law Enforcement Officer Safety Act (LEOSA) enables a qualified law
enforcement officer or qualified retired law enforcement officer who possesses proper identification to
carry a concealed firearm in any jurisdiction. A qualified law enforcement officer, as defined by
LEOSA, is employed by or retired from a public law enforcement agency and is or was formerly
authorized by law to engage in or supervise the prevention, detection, investigation, prosecution, or
incarceration of a person in violation of the law. A qualified retired law enforcement officer must carry
photo identification issued by his or her former employer agency that indicates the officer’s compliance
with state standards for qualification in firearms training within the past year in order to carry a
concealed firearm in any jurisdiction. LEOSA does not authorize a qualified law enforcement officer to
carry aconcealed firearm on private or public property in which the possession of firearmsiis restricted.

The Department of Public Safety (DPS) issues concealed carry permits to individuals who meet
minimum qualifications, which includes proof of firearms proficiency. Concealed carry permits are
valid for up to five years. DPS currently issues certificates of firearms proficiency per Arizona Peace
Officers Standards and Training Board (AZPOST) standards to former law enforcement officers who
are authorized by LEOSA to carry a concealed firearm in any jurisdiction. The law enforcement
officer’s former employer must issue the photo identification card that indicates the officer’s status as
honorably retired from his or her employer agency (Arizona Revised Statutes 8 13-3112).

PROVISIONS
1. Statesthat aformer municipal, county, or state prosecutor is a qualified retired law enforcement
officer as defined by LEOSA and is authorized to carry a concealed firearm in any jurisdiction.

2. Authorizes a prosecutorial agency to issue a photo identification card that indicates the
prosecutor’ s former employment with the agency.

3. Clarifies that a prosecutorial agency is not required to revoke a photo identification card issued
to aformer prosecutor based on any incident that may occur after termination of employment.

4. Expands the definition of peace officer to include a municipal, county, or state prosecutor who
has passed an AZPOST-approved pistol qualifying exam conducted by an AZPOST -recognized
or Nationa Rifle Association-certified firearms instructor each year.

5. Makes atechnical change.
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