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OVERVIEW 
HB 2170 appropriates $250,000 from the state General Fund (GF) in Fiscal Year (FY) 2016 to 
the Department of Economic Security (DES) for the Lifespan Respite Care Program. 

HISTORY 
Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) §46-171 defines lifespan respite care as a coordinated system 
of accessible, community based respite care services for family caregivers of children or adults 
with special needs. It also defines respite care as short-term care and supervision services that 
are provided to an individual to relieve the individual’s caregiver.  

A.R.S. §46-172 requires DES to establish a Lifespan Respite Care Program (Program) for 
primary caregivers of individuals who do not currently qualify for other publicly funded respite 
services. The Program coordinates with other respite services and supports the growth and 
maintenance of a statewide respite coalition and is directed to conduct a study on the need for 
respite care and to help identify local training resources for respite care providers. In addition, 
the Program strives to link families with respite care providers and to create an evaluation tool 
for recipients of respite care to assure quality of care.  

PROVISIONS 
1. Appropriates $250,000 from the state GF in FY 2016 to DES for the Program. 
 

2. Deletes the Program termination date. 
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