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HB 2047 
child removal; supervisor review; approval 

Sponsors: Representatives Townsend: Finchem, Kern, et al. 
 

DPA Committee on Children and Family Affairs 

DPA Caucus and COW 

X As Transmitted to the Governor 

OVERVIEW 
HB 2047 specifies that the Department of Child Safety (DCS) may not remove a child from the 
custody of the child’s parent, guardian or custodian unless the child safety worker submits the 
reasons for removal and supporting documentation to their supervisor and the supervisor 
approves the removal. 

HISTORY 
Arizona Revised Statutes § 8-822 requires DCS to adopt rules and establish clear policies and 
procedures to determine the circumstances under which it is appropriate to remove a child from 
the custody of the child’s parents, guardian or custodian.  DCS must immediately notify the 
child’s parents, guardian or custodian regarding the removal of the child from home, school or 
child care and provide for a timely interview of the child and child’s parent, guardian or 
custodian.  

PROVISIONS 
1. Provides DCS may not remove a child from the custody of the child’s parent, guardian or 

custodian unless both of the following occur before the removal: 
a. The child safety worker who is recommending the removal submits the reasons for the 

removal and supporting information to the worker’s supervisor. 
b. The worker’s supervisor reviews the reasons and supporting information and approves 

the removal. 

2. Specifies that if an emergency exists affecting the health or safety of a child, a child safety 
worker may remove the child before notifying the worker’s supervisor.  The child safety 
worker must submit the reasons for the removal and supporting information to the worker’s 
supervisor for the supervisor’s review and approval within two hours after the removal of the 
child or, if the removal occurs after regular working hours, by 8:30 a.m. the next day. 

3. Defines supervisor. 
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