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BILL # HB 2320 TITLE:  firearms; permit holders; public places 

SPONSOR: Barton STATUS: As Amended by House MAPS 

PREPARED BY: Eric Billings  

 
 
Description 
 
The bill prevents public entities from prohibiting individuals with concealed carry weapons permits from carrying firearms 
on their premises except when certain security measures are taken.  The entity may ban firearms if it provides security 
personnel at its entrance along with a screening device.   
 
Estimated Impact 
 
The bill may increase agency costs if it chooses to ban firearms and add security personnel and screening devices.  The 
number of public facilities that would opt to ban firearms cannot be determined in advance.  Depending on whether 
personnel are already present, the security costs could range from $400 to $120,000 per public entrance in the first year 
with ongoing costs of $56,700 - $113,400 per year. 
 
ADOA provided an estimate of $10.0 million - $16.9 million in the first year and $9.4 million - $15.7 million per year for 
each year thereafter to provide security at 2-4 doors per building for all ADOA-managed buildings within the ADOA 
Building System.  This estimate assumes that all agencies that participate in the ADOA Building System would opt to not 
allow permitted firearm carriers in their buildings. 
 
Analysis 
 
The bill prohibits public entities from banning firearms on their property unless they provide a security guard and electronic 
weapon screening device.  Universities, Community Colleges, educational institutions, Arizona State Hospital, and special 
health care districts would be exempt from the requirement to provide a guard and screening device.   
 
The Department of Juvenile Corrections (DJC) currently has a security guard and an electronic weapon screening device.  
According to DJC, the salary and related costs for a security guard are approximately $56,700 per year.  Some agencies 
may require 2 security personnel per public entrance if visitor traffic is higher.  DJC reports that a stationary metal detector 
has a one-time cost of $6,600 and a hand-held metal detector has a one-time cost of $400.  These figures yield a one-time 
per door cost of $400-$6,600 and ongoing costs of $56,700 - $113,400 per door, per year for a public entity that chooses to 
prohibit firearms on their premise.   
 
ADOA reported that there are currently 80 ADOA-managed buildings in the ADOA Building System.  In calculating their 
estimate, ADOA assumed staffing costs of $18.60 per hour and a 12 hour workday in addition to metal detector costs of 
$5,500 per detector.  These costs total $10.0 million - $16.9 million in the first year and $9.4 million - $15.7 million for 
each year thereafter assuming 2-4 doors per building.   
 
Local Government Impact 
 
Local government entities that opt to ban firearms from their facilities would incur the same security costs as state agencies.   
 
Maricopa County reports that if firearms are prohibited from all 378 county buildings that currently do not have the security 
features outlined in the bill, it would cost $47.0 million in ongoing costs and an additional $9.0 million in one-time 
equipment costs.  The estimate is based on an 8 hour work day and a 5 day work week.   
 
Additionally, the city of Peoria reported that the bill would result in ongoing costs of $1.4 million and one-time costs of 
$460,000.  
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