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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Title 15, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended by adding 2 

chapter 20, to read: 3 
CHAPTER 20 4 

ARIZONA COURSE SUCCESS ACCOUNTS PROGRAM 5 
ARTICLE 1.  GENERAL PROVISIONS 6 

15-2501.  Definitions 7 
IN THIS CHAPTER, UNLESS THE CONTEXT OTHERWISE REQUIRES: 8 
1.  "COURSE PROVIDER" MEANS AN ENTITY THAT OFFERS INDIVIDUAL COURSES IN 9 

PERSON OR ONLINE, INCLUDING ONLINE OR VIRTUAL EDUCATION PROVIDERS, 10 
POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS, INCLUDING ANY POSTSECONDARY INSTITUTION 11 
UNDER THE MANAGEMENT OF THE ARIZONA BOARD OF REGENTS, TEACHERS OR GROUPS OF 12 
TEACHERS WITH PROVEN TRACK RECORDS OF SUCCESSFUL INSTRUCTION, AND BUSINESSES 13 
AND INDUSTRIES THAT OFFER VOCATIONAL OR TECHNICAL COURSEWORK IN THAT BUSINESS 14 
OR INDUSTRY, AND THAT HAS BEEN AUTHORIZED TO PROVIDE SUCH COURSES BY THE 15 
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION. 16 

2.  "ELIGIBLE FUNDED STUDENT" MEANS ANY HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT WHO RESIDES 17 
IN THIS STATE AND WHO MEETS AT LEAST ONE OF THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA: 18 

(a)  IS ATTENDING A PUBLIC SCHOOL THAT WAS ASSIGNED A LETTER GRADE OF 19 
C, D, OR F PURSUANT TO SECTION 15-241, OR AN EQUIVALENT DESIGNATION. 20 

(b)  IS ATTENDING A PUBLIC SCHOOL THAT DOES NOT OFFER THE COURSE IN 21 
WHICH THE STUDENT DESIRES TO ENROLL, AS DETERMINED BY THE STATE BOARD OF 22 
EDUCATION. 23 

(c)  IS A SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 19, ARTICLE 1 OF 24 
THIS TITLE AND ATTENDS A PARTICIPATING SCHOOL IN ACCORDANCE WITH THAT 25 
ARTICLE. 26 

3.  "ELIGIBLE PARTICIPATING STUDENT" MEANS ANY HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT WHO 27 
RESIDES IN THIS STATE AND WHO MEETS ONE OF THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA: 28 

(a)  IS ATTENDING A PUBLIC SCHOOL. 29 
(b)  IS ATTENDING A PRIVATE SCHOOL. 30 
(c)  IS A HOMESCHOOLED STUDENT. 31 
4.  "PROGRAM MEANS THE ARIZONA COURSE SUCCESS ACCOUNTS PROGRAM 32 

ESTABLISHED BY THIS ARTICLE.  33 
15-2502.  Department of education; duties 34 
A.  THE ARIZONA COURSE SUCCESS ACCOUNTS PROGRAM IS ESTABLISHED.  THE 35 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION SHALL AUTHORIZE THE OPERATION AND ELIGIBILITY OF 36 
PROVIDERS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PROGRAM.  THE DEPARTMENT MAY SELECT UP TO ONE 37 
THOUSAND APPLICANTS TO RECEIVE COURSE SUCCESS ACCOUNTS EACH FISCAL YEAR.  THE 38 
DEPARTMENT SHALL DETERMINE: 39 

1.  WHETHER EACH PROPOSED COURSE PROVIDER COMPLIES WITH THE APPLICABLE 40 
LAW AND RULES. 41 

2.  WHETHER A PROPOSAL IS VALID, COMPLETE, FINANCIALLY WELL-STRUCTURED 42 
AND EDUCATIONALLY SOUND. 43 

3.  WHETHER A PROPOSAL OFFERS POTENTIAL FOR INCREASED LEARNING 44 
OPPORTUNITIES AND ACCESS TO QUALITY EDUCATION FOR ALL STUDENTS IN THIS STATE. 45 
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B.  THE DEPARTMENT SHALL CONTRACT FOR AN INDEPENDENT EVALUATION OF 1 
COURSE CHOICE PROVIDER PROPOSALS BY A THIRD PARTY THAT IS SELECTED BY THE 2 
DEPARTMENT AND THAT HAS DEMONSTRATED EDUCATIONAL, ORGANIZATIONAL, LEGAL AND 3 
FINANCIAL EXPERTISE. 4 

C.  THE DEPARTMENT SHALL IMPLEMENT A COMPREHENSIVE APPLICATION FOR 5 
COURSE PROVIDERS THAT INCLUDES, AT A MINIMUM, THE FOLLOWING: 6 

1.  A PLAN FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF STATE ASSESSMENTS AS REQUIRED BY 7 
LAW. 8 

2.  THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OR CHARTER SCHOOL IN WHICH THE COURSE PROVIDER 9 
WILL OPERATE. 10 

3.  THE PROPOSED COURSES THAT WILL BE OFFERED AND THE ALIGNMENT OF THE 11 
COURSES BY THE COURSE PROVIDER WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. 12 

4.  THE ALIGNMENT OF THE COURSES OFFERED BY THE COURSE PROVIDER WITH 13 
ANY TYPE OF DIPLOMA ALLOWED BY LAW IN THIS STATE. 14 

D.  THE DEPARTMENT SHALL DEVELOP THE SELECTION PROCESS WITH EMPHASIS ON 15 
THE FOLLOWING: 16 

1.  CORE ACADEMIC SUBJECT OFFERINGS. 17 
2.  CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION COURSE OFFERINGS, INCLUDING 18 

INTERNSHIPS AND APPRENTICESHIPS, THAT TIE DIRECTLY TO CURRENT AND FUTURE 19 
WORKFORCE NEEDS OF THIS STATE. 20 

3.  COLLEGE CREDIT COURSE OFFERINGS, INCLUDING ADVANCED PLACEMENT 21 
PROGRAMS, INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE PROGRAMS AND DUAL ENROLLMENT PROGRAMS.  22 

4.  ASSURANCES THAT EACH COURSE PROVIDER, TO THE BEST OF THE COURSE 23 
PROVIDER'S ABILITY, WILL COLLABORATE AND COORDINATE WITH THE SCHOOL DISTRICT 24 
OR CHARTER SCHOOL IN WHICH AN ELIGIBLE FUNDED STUDENT OR ELIGIBLE 25 
PARTICIPATING STUDENT IS ENROLLED AS A FULL-TIME STUDENT. 26 

E.  THE DEPARTMENT SHALL MAINTAIN A COURSE CATALOG FOR ALL COURSES 27 
OFFERED BY A SCHOOL DISTRICT OR CHARTER SCHOOL.  THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVIDE 28 
FOR COMMON COURSE NUMBERING OF ALL COURSES LISTED IN THE COURSE CATALOG.  FOR 29 
COURSES OFFERED BY POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS THAT ARE AUTHORIZED 30 
COURSE PROVIDERS, THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION SHALL CONSULT WITH THE ARIZONA 31 
BOARD OF REGENTS TO DETERMINE COMMON COURSE NUMBERING. 32 

F.  NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER LAW, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ESTABLISH A 33 
RECIPROCAL INSTRUCTOR CERTIFICATION PROCESS FOR INSTRUCTORS WHO RESIDE IN 34 
OTHER STATES AND WHO ARE EMPLOYED BY AUTHORIZED COURSE PROVIDERS. 35 

G.  THE DEPARTMENT SHALL MONITOR AND EVALUATE EACH COURSE PROVIDER IN 36 
ACCORDANCE WITH PERFORMANCE EXPECTATIONS ESTABLISHED BY THE DEPARTMENT.  THE 37 
PRIMARY FACTOR IN THE PERFORMANCE EXPECTATIONS ESTABLISHED PURSUANT TO THIS 38 
SUBSECTION SHALL BE STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT.  39 

15-2503.  Course providers; duties 40 
A.  ANY ENTITY THAT WISHES TO BECOME A COURSE PROVIDER SHALL APPLY 41 

THROUGH THE COURSE CHOICE AUTHORIZATION PROCESS SPECIFIED IN THIS CHAPTER AND 42 
COMPLY WITH THE TERMS OF A SIGNED AGREEMENT EXECUTED BETWEEN THE STATE BOARD 43 
OF EDUCATION AND THE COURSE PROVIDER. 44 
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B.  ALL COURSE PROVIDERS SHALL COMPLY WITH ALL APPLICABLE STATE AND 1 
FEDERAL LAWS, RULES AND REGULATIONS IN REGARDS TO THE PROPOSED CURRICULUM AND 2 
SERVE STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES, STUDENTS WHO ARE ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS, 3 
STUDENTS WHO ARE ACADEMICALLY BEHIND AND GIFTED STUDENTS.  4 

C.  A COURSE PROVIDER SHALL: 5 
1.  UNDERSTAND THE STATE STANDARDS FOR REQUIRED COURSE CONTENT AND 6 

REFLECT THIS UNDERSTANDING IN THE COURSE PROVIDER'S APPLICATION PACKAGES AND 7 
PROPOSED COURSE MATERIALS. 8 

2.  UNDERSTAND AND EMBRACE THIS STATE'S COMMITMENT TO EDUCATE ALL ITS 9 
CHILDREN, INCLUDING SPECIAL NEEDS CHILDREN, AND REFLECT THIS UNDERSTANDING BY 10 
INCLUDING SPECIAL EDUCATION COMPONENTS IN THE COURSE PROVIDER'S APPLICATION 11 
PACKAGES AND PROPOSED COURSE MATERIALS. 12 

3.  MAINTAIN THE FINANCIAL STRENGTH AND HUMAN CAPITAL TO OFFER PROPERLY 13 
STAFFED AND PROPERLY DESIGNED COURSE OFFERINGS AND MAKE THOSE COURSE 14 
OFFERINGS AVAILABLE TO THE BROADEST POSSIBLE GROUP OF STUDENTS IN THIS STATE. 15 

4.  EMPHASIZE A COMMITMENT TO ACCOUNTABILITY THROUGH EFFECTIVE AND 16 
TIMELY REPORTING ON STUDENT PERFORMANCE LEVELS AND USING STANDARD STATE, 17 
REGIONAL OR NATIONAL ACADEMIC ASSESSMENT SYSTEMS OR INDUSTRY CERTIFICATIONS. 18 

5.  ESTABLISH CLEAR STANDARDS FOR MEASURING AND REPORTING ON COURSE 19 
PERFORMANCE. 20 

6.  MAINTAIN A COMMITMENT TO PREPARING THIS STATE'S STUDENTS TO OBTAIN 21 
POSTSECONDARY DEGREES AND HIGH-QUALITY, HIGH-PAYING JOBS. 22 

D.  ALL COURSE PROVIDERS SHALL PROVIDE LETTER GRADES TO STUDENTS. 23 
BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY PROVIDERS SHALL PROVIDE FOR CREDITS FOR STUDENTS 24 
SEEKING TO OBTAIN CERTIFICATION. 25 

E.  ALL COURSE PROVIDERS SHALL ESTABLISH A CURRICULUM THAT ENSURES 26 
THAT: 27 

1.  ALL STUDENTS ENROLLED IN A COURSE ARE PROVIDED THE NECESSARY COURSE 28 
MATERIALS RELATED TO THE COURSE CONTENT BY THE COURSE PROVIDER. 29 

2.  ALL COURSES OFFERED FOR DUAL ENROLLMENT CREDIT MEET THE STANDARDS 30 
AND GRADE-LEVEL EXPECTATIONS OF THE HIGH SCHOOL COURSE FOR WHICH THE STUDENT 31 
IS RECEIVING CREDIT AND MEET THE STANDARDS FOR COLLEGE CREDIT AS ESTABLISHED 32 
BY THE ARIZONA BOARD OF REGENTS OR THE COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICTS OF THIS 33 
STATE.  34 

15-2504.  School districts and charter schools; duties 35 
A.  SCHOOL DISTRICTS AND CHARTER SCHOOLS SHALL EXERCISE FLEXIBILITY IN 36 

SCHEDULING TO ACCOMMODATE COURSE CHOICE OPTIONS UNDER THIS ARTICLE. 37 
B.  IF AN ELIGIBLE FUNDED STUDENT ENROLLS IN AN ONLINE COURSE THAT IS 38 

ADMINISTERED AT THE SCHOOL SITE, THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OR CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL 39 
DO ALL OF THE FOLLOWING RELATED TO THE ONLINE COURSE ENVIRONMENT: 40 

1.  PROVIDE STUDENTS ENROLLED IN ONLINE COURSES TECHNICAL ACCESS THAT 41 
MEETS THE SPECIFICATIONS FURNISHED BY THE COURSE PROVIDER. 42 

2.  PROVIDE INSTRUCTIONAL AND COMMUNICATION HARDWARE THAT MEETS 43 
SPECIFICATIONS FURNISHED BY THE COURSE PROVIDER. 44 

3.  PROVIDE TIMELY AND APPROPRIATE TECHNICAL SUPPORT. 45 
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4.  AWARD CREDIT AND GRADES FOR THE ONLINE COURSES ASSIGNED BY THE 1 
COURSE PROVIDER AND INSTRUCTOR WITHOUT DEVIATIONS.  2 

15-2505.  Provider evaluations; authorization 3 
A.  THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION SHALL MONITOR AND EVALUATE THE COURSE 4 

PROVIDER IN A MANNER IN WHICH STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT IS THE PREDOMINANT 5 
CONSIDERATION. 6 

B.  THE INITIAL AUTHORIZATION OF THE COURSE PROVIDER SHALL BE FOR A 7 
PERIOD OF THREE YEARS.  AFTER THE SECOND YEAR OF THE INITIAL AUTHORIZATION 8 
PERIOD, THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION SHALL CONDUCT A THOROUGH REVIEW OF THE 9 
COURSE PROVIDER'S ACTIVITIES AND THE ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF THE STUDENTS WHO 10 
ARE ENROLLED IN COURSES OFFERED BY THE COURSE PROVIDER IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 11 
SCHOOL AND DISTRICT ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEM.  IF THE PERFORMANCE OF THE 12 
STUDENTS ENROLLED IN COURSES OFFERED BY THE COURSE PROVIDER DOES NOT MEET 13 
PERFORMANCE STANDARDS PRESCRIBED BY THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION, THE STATE 14 
BOARD OF EDUCATION SHALL PLACE THE COURSE PROVIDER ON PROBATION. 15 

C.  AFTER THE INITIAL THREE-YEAR AUTHORIZATION PERIOD, THE STATE BOARD 16 
OF EDUCATION MAY RENEW THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE COURSE PROVIDER FOR 17 
ADDITIONAL PERIODS OF AT LEAST THREE YEARS AND NOT MORE THAN FIVE YEARS AFTER 18 
CONDUCTING A THOROUGH REVIEW OF THE COURSE PROVIDER'S ACTIVITIES AND THE 19 
ACHIEVEMENT OF STUDENTS ENROLLED IN COURSES OFFERED BY THE COURSE PROVIDER.  20 
REAUTHORIZATION AND SUSTAINED PARTICIPATION IN THE COURSE CREDIT ACCOUNT 21 
PROGRAM SHALL BE BASED ON: 22 

1.  A DEMONSTRATED AND CONTINUING TRACK RECORD OF STUDENT SUCCESS ON 23 
ASSESSMENTS. 24 

2.  DEMONSTRATED SUPPORT OF STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE RIGOROUS ACADEMIC 25 
RESULTS OR JOB PLACEMENT IN TARGETED OCCUPATIONS, OR BOTH. 26 

3.  THE DEVELOPMENT OF A SERIES OF THEMATICALLY LINKED COURSE OFFERINGS 27 
THAT PROGRESSIVELY HELP STUDENTS ACHIEVE PERSONAL ACADEMIC OR CAREER GOALS, 28 
OR BOTH. 29 

4.  A DEMONSTRATION OF POSITIVE STUDENT ACADEMIC GAIN WITH PROVEN 30 
ASSESSMENT METHODS FOR EACH COURSE OFFERING.  31 

15-2506.  Funding of course success accounts 32 
A.  TO ENROLL A STUDENT FOR A COURSE SUCCESS ACCOUNT, THE PARENT OF THE 33 

STUDENT SHALL SIGN AN AGREEMENT TO BOTH: 34 
1.  USE THE COURSE SUCCESS ACCOUNT IN AT LEAST ONE OF THE SUBJECTS OF 35 

READING, GRAMMAR, MATHEMATICS, SOCIAL STUDIES AND SCIENCE. 36 
2.  USE THE MONEY DEPOSITED IN THE STUDENT'S COURSE SUCCESS ACCOUNT 37 

ONLY FOR THE FOLLOWING EXPENSES OF THAT STUDENT: 38 
(a)  TUITION OR FEES OF A COURSE PROVIDER. 39 
(b)  TEXTBOOKS REQUIRED BY A COURSE PROVIDER. 40 
(c)  EDUCATIONAL THERAPIES OR SERVICES FROM A LICENSED OR ACCREDITED 41 

PRACTITIONER OR PROVIDER, INCLUDING LICENSED OR ACCREDITED PARAPROFESSIONALS 42 
OR EDUCATIONAL AIDES, IF THE STUDENT REQUIRES THESE THERAPIES OR SERVICES. 43 
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(d)  TUTORING OR TEACHING SERVICES PROVIDED BY AN INDIVIDUAL OR 1 
FACILITY ACCREDITED BY A STATE, REGIONAL OR NATIONAL ACCREDITING 2 
ORGANIZATION. 3 

(e)  CURRICULA. 4 
(f)  TUITION OR FEES FOR A NONPUBLIC ONLINE LEARNING PROGRAM. 5 
(g)  FEES FOR A NATIONALLY STANDARDIZED NORM-REFERENCED ACHIEVEMENT 6 

TEST, AN ADVANCED PLACEMENT EXAMINATION OR ANY EXAMS RELATED TO COLLEGE OR 7 
UNIVERSITY ADMISSION. 8 

(h)  CONTRIBUTIONS TO A COVERDELL EDUCATION SAVINGS ACCOUNT ESTABLISHED 9 
PURSUANT TO 26 UNITED STATES CODE SECTION 530 FOR THE BENEFIT OF THAT 10 
STUDENT, EXCEPT THAT MONEY USED FOR ELEMENTARY OR SECONDARY EDUCATION 11 
EXPENSES MUST BE FOR EXPENSES OTHERWISE ALLOWED UNDER THIS SECTION. 12 

(i)  TUITION OR FEES AT A POSTSECONDARY INSTITUTION. 13 
(j)  TEXTBOOKS REQUIRED BY A POSTSECONDARY INSTITUTION. 14 
(k)  FEES FOR MANAGEMENT OF THE COURSE SUCCESS ACCOUNT BY FIRMS 15 

SELECTED BY THE STATE TREASURER. 16 
(l)  SERVICES PROVIDED BY A PUBLIC SCHOOL, INCLUDING INDIVIDUAL CLASSES 17 

AND EXTRACURRICULAR PROGRAMS. 18 
(m)  INSURANCE OR SURETY BOND PAYMENTS AS REQUIRED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF 19 

EDUCATION. 20 
B.  IN EXCHANGE FOR THE PARENT'S AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION A OF 21 

THIS SECTION, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL TRANSFER FROM THE MONIES THAT WOULD 22 
OTHERWISE BE ALLOCATED TO A RECIPIENT'S PRIOR SCHOOL DISTRICT TO THE 23 
TREASURER FOR DEPOSIT INTO AN ARIZONA COURSE SUCCESS ACCOUNT AN AMOUNT THAT 24 
IS EQUIVALENT TO FIFTEEN PERCENT OF THE SUM OF THE BASE SUPPORT LEVEL.  25 

15-2507.  Program termination 26 
THE PROGRAM ESTABLISHED BY THIS CHAPTER ENDS ON JULY 1, 2025 PURSUANT 27 

TO SECTION 41-3102.  28 
Sec. 2.  Declaration of purposes and intent 29 
The legislature finds and declares: 30 
1.  The purpose of this act is to provide all Arizona schoolchildren 31 

with access to the type and format of education that best meets the needs of 32 
the individual student.  Each student has different needs that merit a 33 
variety of course choices on the individual student level.  This state has 34 
the right, responsibility, duty and obligation to accomplish the objective of 35 
a quality, individualized education for all Arizona children. 36 

2.  Course providers can offer a quality, individualized education to 37 
students, and it is in the public interest to offer students the means of 38 
accessing the educational opportunities offered by course providers by 39 
providing students with the public monies allocated to them from local and 40 
state sources to enroll in those courses. 41 
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