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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona:

Section 1. Section 15-211, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to
read:

15-211. K-3 reading program: receipt and use of monies;

additional funding; program termination

A. The state board of education, in collaboration with the department
of education, shall establish a K-3 reading program to improve the reading
proficiency of pupils in kindergarten programs and grades one, two and three
in the public schools of this state.

B. On or before October 1, 2012, each school district and charter
school shall submit to the state board of education a plan for improving the
reading proficiency of its pupils in kindergarten programs and grades one,
two and three. The plan shall include baseline data on the reading
proficiency of its pupils in kindergarten programs and grades one, two and
three and a budget for spending monies from both the K-3 support Tevel weight
and the K-3 reading support level weight established in section 15-943.
Beginning in fiscal year 2013-2014 and each fiscal year thereafter, each
school district and charter school shall submit to the state board of
education on or before October 1 an updated K-3 reading program plan that
includes data on program expenditures and results.

C. School districts and charter schools shall use monies generated by
the K-3 reading support Tevel weight established in section 15-943 only on
reading programs for pupils in kindergarten programs and grades one, two and
three with particular emphasis on pupils in kindergarten programs and grades
one and two.

D. Each school district and charter school that is assigned a letter
grade of C, D or F pursuant to section 15-241, subsection H or that has more
than ten per—cent PERCENT of its pupils in grade three reading far below the
third grade level according to the reading portion of the Arizona instrument
to measure standards test, or a successor test, shall receive monies
generated by the K-3 reading support level weight established in section
15-943 only after the K-3 reading program plan of the school district or
charter school has been approved by the state board of education 1IN
COMPLIANCE WITH SECTIONS 15-701, 15-701.01, 15-702, 15-703 AND 15-704.

E. Pupils in a charter school that is in its first year of operation
and that is sponsored by the state board of education, the state board for
charter schools, a university under the jurisdiction of the Arizona board of
regents, a community college district or a group of community college
districts are eligible for the K-3 reading support level weight.

F. The department of education shall solicit gifts, grants and
donations from any Tawful public or private source 1in order to provide
additional funding for the K-3 reading program.

G. The program established by this section ends on July 1, 2022
pursuant to section 41-3102.
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Sec. 2. Section 15-701, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to read:
15-701. Common school; promotions; requirements; certificate;
supervision of eighth grades by superintendent of
high school district; high school admissions;
academic credit

A. The state board of education shall:

1. Prescribe a minimum course of study, as defined in section 15-101
and incorporating the academic standards adopted by the state board of
education, to be taught in the common schools.

2. Prescribe competency requirements for the promotion of pupils from
the eighth grade and competency requirements for the promotion of pupils from
the third grade incorporating the academic standards in at Teast the areas of
reading, writing, mathematics, science and social studies. Notwithstanding
section 15-521, paragraph 4, the competency requirements for the promotion of
pupils from the third grade shall include the following:

(a) A requirement that a pupil not be promoted from the third grade if
the pupil obtains a score on the reading portion of the Arizona instrument to
measure standards test, or a successor test, that demonstrates that the
pupil's reading falls far below the third grade level or the equivalent as
established by the board. A pupil may not be retained if data regarding the
pupil's performance on the Arizona instrument to measure standards test, or a
successor test, is not available before the start of the following academic
year. A pupil who is not retained due to the unavailability of test data
must receive INTENSIVE READING intervention and remedial strategies pursuant
to subdivision (c) of this paragraph if the third grade assessment data
subsequently demonstrates that the pupil's reading ability falls far below
the third grade Tevel or the equivalent.

(b) A mechanism to allow a school district governing board or the
governing body of a charter school to promote a pupil from the third grade
who obtains a score on the reading portion of the Arizona instrument to
measure standards test, or a successor test, that demonstrates that the
pupil's reading falls far below the third grade level for any of the
following:

(i) A good cause exemption if the pupil is an English Tearner or a
limited English proficient student as defined in section 15-751 and has had
fewer than two years of English language instruction.

(ii) A pupil who is a child with a disability as defined in section
15-761 if the pupil's individualized education program team and the pupil's
parent or guardian agree that promotion is appropriate based on the pupil's
individualized education program.

(iii) A PUPIL WHO HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED WITH DYSLEXIA AS DEFINED IN
SECTION 15-704, IF THE PUPIL WITH DYSLEXIA RECEIVED AT LEAST TEN HOURS OF
INTENSIVE READING INTERVENTION AS DEFINED IN SECTION 15-704.

(c) INTENSIVE READING intervention and remedial strategies developed

by—the—stateboard—-of—education for pupils who arenet—proemeted—from HAVE
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BEEN RETAINED AND MUST REPEAT the third grade. A school district governing
board or the governing body of a charter school shall offer at least one of
the interventien INTENSIVE READING INTERVENTIONS AS DEFINED IN SECTION 15-704
and remedial strategies develeped—by—the——state—board—of—education. The
parent or guardian of a pupil who is not promoted from the third grade and
the pupil's teacher and principal may choose the most appropriate INTENSIVE
READING intervention and remedial strategies that will be provided to that
pupil. The INTENSIVE READING intervention and remedial strategies developed
by—the—stateboard—-of-eduecation shall include:

(i) A requirement that the pupil be assigned to a different teacher
for reading instruction, UNLESS OTHERWISE REQUESTED BY THE PUPIL'S PARENT OR
GUARDIAN.

(ii) Summer school INTENSIVE reading dnstruetion INTERVENTION.

(iii) In the next academic year, intensive reading dnastruvetion
INTERVENTION that occurs before, during or after the regular school day, or
any combination of before, during and after the regular school day.

HvH—OnHHnre—reading—instruction—

3. Provide for universal screening of pupils in prescheeol—programss
kindergarten programs and grades one through three that is designed to
identify pupils who have reading deficiencies pursuant to section 15-704.

4. Develop intervention and—remedial—strategiespursuant—toparagraph

ﬁﬂ%ﬁﬂﬂﬂ%——%ﬁ BASED ON THE RESULTS OF THE UNIVERSAL READING SCREENING
INSTRUMENTS AS DEFINED IN SECTION 15-704 USING THE ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS OF
READING INSTRUCTION AS DEFINED IN section 15-704.

5. Distribute guidelines for the school districts to follow in
prescribing criteria for the promotion of pupils from grade to grade in the
common schools. These guidelines shall include recommended procedures for
ensuring that the cultural background of a pupil is taken into consideration
when criteria for promotion are being applied.

B. School districts and charter schools shall provide annual written
notification to parents of pupils in kindergarten programs and first, second
and third grades that a pupil who obtains a score on the reading portion of
the Arizona instrument to measure standards test, or a successor test, that
demonstrates the pupil is reading far below the third grade Tevel will not be
promoted from the third grade. If the school has determined that the pupil
is substantially deficient in reading befeore—the—end—of—grade—three, the
school district or charter school shall provide to the parent of that pupil a
separate written notification of the reading deficiency that includes the
following information:

1. A description of the current reading services provided to the
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strategy—that—witH—be—dmplemented—for—that—chitd-

2. A DESCRIPTION OF THE TIERED SYSTEM OF SUPPORTS AS DEFINED IN
SECTION 15-704 DESIGNED TO REMEDIATE THE READING DEFICIENCIES.

3. Parental strategies to assist the pupil to attain reading
proficiency.

4. A statement that the pupil will not be promoted from the third
grade if the pupil obtains a score on the reading portion of the Arizona
instrument to measure standards test, or a successor test, that demonstrates
the pupil is reading far below the third grade level, unless the pupil is
exempt from mandatory retention in grade three or the pupil qualifies for an
exemption pursuant to subsection A of this section.

5. A description of the school district or charter school policies on
midyear promotion to a higher grade.

C. IF THE SCHOOL DETERMINES THAT A PUPIL IS SUBSTANTIALLY DEFICIENT IN
READING BASED ON THE RESULTS OF THE ASSESSMENTS REQUIRED IN SECTION 15-704,
THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OR CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL PROVIDE TO THE PARENT OF THAT
PUPIL A SEPARATE WRITTEN NOTIFICATION OF THE READING DEFICIENCY THAT INCLUDES
THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

1. A DESCRIPTION OF THE CURRENT READING SERVICES PROVIDED TO THE
PUPIL.

2. A DESCRIPTION OF THE TIERED SYSTEM OF SUPPORTS AS DEFINED IN
SECTION 15-704 DESIGNED TO REMEDIATE READING DEFICIENCIES.

3. PARENTAL STRATEGIES TO ASSIST THE PUPIL TO ATTAIN READING
PROFICIENCY.

4. A STATEMENT THAT THE PUPIL WILL NOT BE PROMOTED FROM THE THIRD
GRADE IF THE PUPIL OBTAINS A SCORE ON THE READING PORTION OF THE ARIZONA
INSTRUMENT TO MEASURE STANDARDS TEST, OR A SUCCESSOR TEST, THAT DEMONSTRATES
THE PUPIL IS READING FAR BELOW THE THIRD GRADE LEVEL, UNLESS THE PUPIL IS
EXEMPT FROM MANDATORY RETENTION IN GRADE THREE OR THE PUPIL QUALIFIES FOR AN
EXEMPTION PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION A OF THIS SECTION.

£~ D. Pursuant to the guidelines that the state board of education
distributes, the governing board of a school district AND THE GOVERNING BODY
OF A CHARTER SCHOOL shall:

1. Prescribe curricula that include the academic standards in the
required subject areas pursuant to subsection A, paragraph 1 of this section.

2. Prescribe criteria for the promotion of pupils from grade to grade
in the common schools in the school district. These criteria shall include
accomplishment of the academic standards in at Tleast reading, writing,
mathematics, science and social studies, as determined by district
assessment. Other criteria may include additional measures of academic
achievement and attendance.
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B~ E. The governing board OR GOVERNING BODY may prescribe the course
of study and competency requirements for promotion that are in addition to or
higher than the course of study and competency requirements the state board
prescribes.

£~ F. A teacher shall determine whether to promote or retain a pupil
in grade in a common school as provided in section 15-521, paragraph 4 on the
basis of the prescribed criteria, INCLUDING THE CRITERIA PRESCRIBED IN THIS
SECTION AND IN SECTION 15-704. The governing board, if it reviews the
decision of a teacher to promote or retain a pupil in grade in a common
school as provided in section 15-342, paragraph 11, shall base its decision
on the prescribed criteria, INCLUDING THE CRITERIA PRESCRIBED IN THIS SECTION
AND IN SECTION 15-704.

+~ G. A governing board may provide and issue certificates of
promotion to pupils whom it promotes from the eighth grade of a common
school. Such certificates shall be signed by the principal or superintendent
of schools. Where there is no principal or superintendent of schools, the
certificates shall be signed by the teacher of an eighth grade. The
certificates shall admit the holders to any high school in the state.

6~ H. Within any high school district or union high school district,
the superintendent of the high school district shall supervise the work of
the eighth grade of all schools employing no superintendent or principal.

H- I. A school district shall not deny a pupil who is between the
ages of sixteen and twenty-one years admission to a high school because the
pupil does not hold an eighth grade certificate. Governing boards shall
establish procedures for determining the admissibility of pupils who are
under sixteen years of age and who do not hold eighth grade certificates.

I+~ J. The state board of education shall adopt rules to allow common
school pupils who can demonstrate competency in a particular academic course
or subject to obtain academic credit for the course or subject without
enrolling in the course or subject.

d= K. A school district may conduct a ceremony to honor pupils who
have been promoted from the eighth grade.

Sec. 3. Section 15-704, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to read:

15-704. Reading proficiency: definitions

A. Each school district or charter school that provides instruction in
kindergarten programs and grades one through three shall select and
administer UNIVERSAL READING screenings— INSTRUMENTS AND ongoing diagnostic
and classroom based instructional reading assessments, including a

motivational assessment, as—defined—by—the—state—beard—of—educations to

monitor student progress. Each school shall use the diagnostic information
to plan—appropriate—and—effective—intervention DEVELOP A TIERED SYSTEM OF
SUPPORTS THAT IS VALIDATED BY SCIENTIFICALLY BASED READING RESEARCH.

B. Each school district or charter school that provides instruction
for pupils in kindergarten programs and dgrades one through three shall
conduct a curriculum evaluation and adopt a scientifically based reading

_5_
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curriculum that includes the essential components of reading instruction.
A1T school districts and charter schools that offer instruction in
kindergarten programs and grades one through three shall provide ongoing
teacher training based—en—secientifically—based—reading—researeh IN THE
ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS OF READING INSTRUCTION AS DEFINED IN THIS SECTION.

C. Each school district or charter school that provides instruction in
k1ndergarten programs and grades one through three shall devo%e—reﬂsoﬂoEIe

throﬁgh—%hree PROVIDE DAILY INSTRUCTION USING THE ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS OF
READING INSTRUCTION AS DEFINED 1IN THIS SECTION. PUPILS WHO PERFORM
SIGNIFICANTLY BELOW AVERAGE ON ONE OR MORE SUBTESTS OF A UNIVERSAL READING
SCREENING INSTRUMENT OR WHO DEMONSTRATE ACADEMIC DIFFICULTY IN A CLASSROOM
ENVIRONMENT, OR BOTH, SHALL BE REFERRED FOR A COMPREHENSIVE READING
EVALUATION TO DETERMINE THE PRESENCE OF A READING DISABILITY OR DYSLEXIA. IF
AFTER AN EVALUATION A PUPIL IS DETERMINED TO HAVE DYSLEXIA, THE PUPIL SHALL
BE PROVIDED INTENSIVE READING INTERVENTION THAT ALSO INCLUDES MULTISENSORY
INSTRUCTION.

D. A pupil 1in grade three who does not meet or exceed the reading
standards measured by the Arizona instrument to measure standards test, OR A
SUCCESSOR TEST, administered pursuant to section 15-741 shall be provided
intensive reading dnstructieon—as—defined—Phbyr—the—stateboard—of—education
INTERVENTION until the pupil meets these standards.

E. The governing board of each school district and the governing body
of each charter school shall determine the percentage of pupils at each
school in grade three who do not meet the reading standards prescribed by the
state board of education and measured by the Arizona instrument to measure
standards test, OR A SUCCESSOR TEST, administered pursuant to section 15-741.
If more than twenty per—eent PERCENT of students in grade three at either the
individual school Tevel or at the school district level do not meet the
standards, the governing board or governing body shall conduct a review of
its reading program that includes curriculum and professional development in
light of current, scientifically based reading research AND THE ESSENTIAL
COMPONENTS OF READING INSTRUCTION.

F. Based on the review required in subsection E of this section, the
governing board or governing body and the school principal of each school
that does not meet the reading standards, in conjunction with school council
members, if applicable, shall develop methods of best practices for teaching
reading based on essential components of reading instruction and supported by
scientifically based reading research. These methods shall be adopted at a
public meeting and shall be implemented the following academic year.

G. Subsections E and F of this section shall be coordinated with
efforts to develop and implement an improvement plan if required pursuant to
section 15-241.

H. NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER LAW, ANY MONIES APPROPRIATED TO THE STATE
BOARD OF EDUCATION OR THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION FOR INTENSIVE READING
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INTERVENTION IN KINDERGARTEN PROGRAMS AND GRADES ONE THROUGH THREE SHALL BE
USED ONLY FOR READING ASSESSMENTS AND A TIERED SYSTEM OF SUPPORTS AS
PRESCRIBED IN THIS SECTION.

I. NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER LAW, IF A SCHOOL DISTRICT OR CHARTER
SCHOOL FAILS TO COMPLY WITH ANY PROVISION OF THIS SECTION, THE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION, IN CONSULTATION WITH THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION, SHALL WITHHOLD
ANY MONIES THAT THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OR CHARTER SCHOOL WOULD OTHERWISE RECEIVE
PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION.

H- J. For the purposes of this section:

1. "COMPREHENSIVE READING EVALUATION" MEANS AN EVALUATION THAT IS
CONDUCTED BY A LICENSED PROFESSIONAL, SUCH AS A PSYCHOLOGIST, SCHOOL
PSYCHOLOGIST, NEUROPSYCHOLOGIST OR SPEECH LANGUAGE THERAPIST, AND THAT
CONSISTS OF ALL OF THE FOLLOWING:

(a) THE FOLLOWING COGNITIVE AND LINGUISTIC CORRELATES OF DYSLEXIA:

(i) ASSESSMENT OF PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS.

(ii) ASSESSMENT OF RAPID AUTOMATIC NAMING.

(iii) ASSESSMENT OF PROCESSING SPEED.

(iv) ORTHOGRAPHIC CODING.

(v) MEMORY SPAN, INCLUDING AN ASSESSMENT OF WORKING MEMORY.

(b) THE FOLLOWING ASSESSMENTS OF DECODING, ENCODING AND READING
FLUENCY:

(i) ASSESSMENT OF DECODING AND ENCODING.

(ii) ASSESSMENT OF ORTHOGRAPHIC AWARENESS.

(iii) ASSESSMENT OF MORPHOLOGY.

(iv) ASSESSMENT OF BASIC READING SKILLS AND SPELLING.

(v) ASSESSMENT OF NONWORD READING AND WORD SPELLING.

(vi) ASSESSMENT OF READING FLUENCY.

2. "DYSLEXIA" MEANS A BRAIN-BASED LEARNING DIFFERENCE THAT IMPAIRS A
PERSON'S ABILITY TO READ AND SPELL, THAT IS INDEPENDENT OF INTELLIGENCE AND
THAT TYPICALLY CAUSES A PERSON TO READ AT LEVELS LOWER THAN EXPECTED.

- 3. "Essential components of reading instruction™ means explicit
and systematic instruction in the following:

(a) Phonemic awareness.

(b) Phonics.

(c) Vocabulary development.

(d) Reading fluency.

(e) Reading comprehension.

4. "INTENSIVE READING INTERVENTION" MEANS SCIENTIFICALLY BASED READING
INSTRUCTION THAT IS PROVIDED:

(a) AT LEAST THREE TIMES A WEEK WITH AT LEAST THIRTY MINUTES PER
SESSION, THAT IS BASED ON THE ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS OF READING INSTRUCTION AND
THAT IS PROVIDED EITHER ONLINE OR IN GROUPS OF THREE OR FEWER STUDENTS DURING
THE SCHOOL YEAR.

(b) AT LEAST FOUR TIMES A WEEK, THAT IS BASED ON THE ESSENTIAL
COMPONENTS OF READING INSTRUCTION AND THAT IS PROVIDED EITHER ONLINE OR 1IN
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GROUPS OF FOUR OR FEWER STUDENTS DURING THE SUMMER FOR A MINIMUM OF SIX
WEEKS.

5. "MULTISENSORY INSTRUCTION" MEANS A METHOD OF INSTRUCTION THAT
SIMULTANEOQUSLY ENGAGES AT LEAST TWO OF THE FOLLOWING SENSORY MODALITIES:

(a) VISUAL.

(b) AUDITORY.

(c) KINESTHETIC.

2~ 6. "Reading" means a complex system of deriving meaning from print
that requires all of the following:

(a) The skills and knowledge to understand how phonemes or speech
sounds are connected to print.

(b) The ability to decode unfamiliar words.

(c) The ability to read fluently.

(d) Sufficient background information and vocabulary to foster reading
comprehension.

(e) The development of appropriate active strategies to construct
meaning from print.

(f) The development and maintenance of a motivation to read.

3~ 7. "Scientifically based reading research” means research that
meets all of the following:

(a) Applies rigorous, systematic and objective procedures to obtain
valid knowledge relevant to reading development, reading instruction and
reading difficulties.

(b) Employs systematic empirical methods that draw on observation or
experiment.

(c) Involves rigorous data analyses that are adequate to test the
stated hypotheses and justify the general conclusions drawn.

(d) Relies on measurements or observational methods that provide valid
data across evaluators and observers and across multiple measurements and
observations.

(e) Has been accepted by a peer-reviewed journal or approved by a
panel of independent experts through a comparably rigorous, objective and
scientific review.

(f) Contains all of the elements of the essential components of
reading instruction.

8. "TIERED SYSTEM OF SUPPORTS"™ MEANS A RESPONSE IN WHICH
SCIENTIFICALLY BASED INSTRUCTION AND INTERVENTION IS DELIVERED TO A STUDENT
IN A MANNER THAT IS DIRECTLY RELATED TO THE NATURE AND SEVERITY OF THE
STUDENT'S DIFFICULTIES AS INDICATED BY SCREENING, PROGRESS MONITORING AND
EVALUATION DATA.

9. "UNIVERSAL READING SCREENING INSTRUMENTS" MEANS
CRITERION-REFERENCED AND STANDARDIZED ASSESSMENTS THAT INCLUDE:

(a) FOR KINDERGARTEN PUPILS:

(i) RAPID AUTOMATIC NAMING.
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(ii) PHONEMIC AWARENESS TO INCLUDE REAL AND NONSENSE WORDS,

SEGMENTATION FLUENCY, NONSENSE WORD FLUENCY AND WORD USE FLUENCY.

(b) FOR PUPILS IN GRADE ONE:

(i) BLENDING WORDS.

(ii) RAPID AUTOMATIC NAMING.

(iii) PHONEME SEGMENTATION.

(iv) NONSENSE WORD FLUENCY.

(v) ORAL READING FLUENCY.

(vi) RETELL FLUENCY.

(vii) WORD USE FLUENCY GRAPHEME TO PHONEME RECOGNITION.
(c) FOR PUPILS IN GRADE TWO:

(i) BLENDING WORDS.

(ii) RAPID AUTOMATIC NAMING.

(iii) GRAPHEME TO PHONEME RECOGNITION.
(iv) PHONEME SEGMENTATION.

(v) NONSENSE WORD FLUENCY.

(vi) ORAL READING FLUENCY.

(vii) RETELL FLUENCY.

(viii) WORD USE FLUENCY.

(d) FOR PUPILS IN GRADE THREE:

(i) BLENDING WORDS.

(ii) RAPID LETTER NAMING.

(iii) GRAPHEME TO PHONEME RECOGNITION.
(iv) PHONEME SEGMENTATION.

(v) ORAL READING FLUENCY.

(vi) RETELL FLUENCY.

(vii) WORD USE FLUENCY.

PHONEME
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