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S.B. 1328

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona:
Section 1. Title 46, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended by adding
chapter 8, to read:
CHAPTER 8
FRAUD PREVENTION
ARTICLE 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

46-821. Definitions

IN THIS CHAPTER, UNLESS THE CONTEXT OTHERWISE REQUIRES:

1. "DEPARTMENT" MEANS THE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC SECURITY.

2. "IDENTITY INFORMATION" MEANS AN APPLICANT OR RECIPIENT'S FULL NAME,
ALIASES, DATE OF BIRTH, ADDRESS, SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER AND OTHER RELATED
INFORMATION.

46-822. Enhanced eligibility verification system

A. SUBJECT TO THE DETERMINATION MADE PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION C OF THIS
SECTION, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ESTABLISH THROUGH A THIRD-PARTY CONTRACT A
COMPUTERIZED INCOME, ASSET AND IDENTITY ELIGIBILITY VERIFICATION SYSTEM OR
SYSTEMS IN ORDER TO VERIFY ELIGIBILITY, ELIMINATE THE DUPLICATION OF
ASSISTANCE AND DETER WASTE, FRAUD AND ABUSE WITHIN THE SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM ESTABLISHED PURSUANT TO 7 UNITED STATES CODE SECTION 2013
AND CASH ASSISTANCE.

B. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL CONTRACT WITH A THIRD-PARTY VENDOR OR
THIRD-PARTY VENDORS FOR THE PURPOSES OF DEVELOPING A SYSTEM OR SYSTEMS TO
VERIFY APPLICANT INCOME, ASSET AND IDENTITY INFORMATION TO PREVENT FRAUD,
MISREPRESENTATION AND INADEQUATE DOCUMENTATION WHEN DETERMINING AN
APPLICANT'S ELIGIBILITY FOR ASSISTANCE BEFORE THE DISTRIBUTION OF BENEFITS,
PERIODICALLY BETWEEN ELIGIBILITY REDETERMINATIONS AND DURING ELIGIBILITY
REDETERMINATIONS AND REVIEWS. THE DEPARTMENT MAY ALSO CONTRACT WITH A VENDOR
OR VENDORS TO PROVIDE INFORMATION TO FACILITATE RECIPIENT ELIGIBILITY REVIEWS
CONDUCTED BY THE DEPARTMENT.

C. BEFORE ENTERING INTO A CONTRACT OR CONTRACTS PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION
B OF THIS SECTION, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL CONDUCT AN EVALUATION OF SYSTEMS TO
ESTABLISH ESTIMATES OF POTENTIAL SAVINGS OR COST AVOIDANCE COMPARED TO THE
ESTIMATED COSTS OF IMPLEMENTATION. IF THE DEPARTMENT DETERMINES THAT THE
SAVINGS OF IMPLEMENTING A CONTRACT OR CONTRACTS EXCEED THE COSTS OF
CONTRACTING WITH A THIRD-PARTY VENDOR, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ENTER INTO A
CONTRACT OR CONTRACTS TO PROVIDE INCOME, ASSET AND IDENTITY VERIFICATION
SYSTEMS.

Sec. 2. Effective date

This act is effective from and after December 31, 2015.
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