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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Title 38, chapter 8, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended 2 

by adding article 3, to read: 3 
ARTICLE 3.  LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER BODY CAMERAS 4 

38-1161.  Definition 5 
IN THIS ARTICLE, UNLESS THE CONTEXT OTHERWISE REQUIRES, "LAW 6 

ENFORCEMENT OFFICER BODY CAMERA" INCLUDES A VIDEO AND AUDIO RECORDING DEVICE 7 
THAT IS WORN ON THE BODY OF A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER.  8 

38-1162.  Law enforcement agency body camera restrictions; 9 
training recordings; public records; camera 10 
operations 11 

A.  A LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY MAY NOT EMPLOY A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER 12 
BODY CAMERA THAT OPERATES ON A CONTINUOUS BASIS. 13 

B.  A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER BODY CAMERA THAT CONTINUOUSLY RECORDS BUT 14 
ONLY RETAINS UP TO TWO MINUTES OF VIDEO WHEN ACTIVATED BY THE OFFICER IS NOT 15 
CONSIDERED A BODY CAMERA THAT OPERATES ON A CONTINUOUS BASIS. 16 

C.  IF A LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY ISSUES A BODY CAMERA TO AN OFFICER, THE 17 
OFFICER SHALL CONTROL THE OPERATION OF THE CAMERA AND SHALL RECORD THE 18 
FOLLOWING SITUATIONS, WHEN PRACTICABLE, UNLESS OTHERWISE PROHIBITED BY LAW: 19 

1.  A CALL FOR SERVICE. 20 
2.  A TRAFFIC STOP. 21 
3.  WHEN MAKING AN ARREST. 22 
4.  STOPPING A PERSON WHOSE BEHAVIOR OR ACTIONS ARE SUSPICIOUS. 23 
5.  HAVING ANY CONTACT WITH AN EMOTIONALLY DISTURBED PERSON. 24 
6.  WHEN THE OFFICER BELIEVES THE SITUATION MAY GENERATE A CIVILIAN 25 

COMPLAINT. 26 
7.  ANY TIME THAT THE OFFICER BELIEVES A SITUATION MAY TURN INTO A 27 

SITUATION LISTED IN THIS SUBSECTION. 28 
8.  ANY ACTIVITY THAT IS LIKELY TO LEAD TO A CRIMINAL OR CIVIL COURT 29 

ACTION. 30 
9.  ANY ACTIVITY IN WHICH ALL OF THE INVOLVED PARTIES CONSENT TO THE 31 

RECORDING AND THE RECORDING IS NOT OTHERWISE PROHIBITED BY LAW OR A LAW 32 
ENFORCEMENT AGENCY POLICY. 33 

D.  A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER MUST TURN OFF THE BODY CAMERA WHEN THE 34 
OFFICER BELIEVES THAT THE SITUATION HAS CONCLUDED.  IF AT ANY TIME A LAW 35 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICER FORGETS TO TURN OFF THE BODY CAMERA, THE LAW ENFORCEMENT 36 
OFFICER SHALL NOTIFY THE LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY AND THE RECORDING MAY NOT BE 37 
VIEWED. 38 

E.  A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER MAY TURN A BODY CAMERA OFF DURING ANY OF 39 
THE FOLLOWING SITUATIONS: 40 

1.  A CONVERSATION WITH A PERSON WHO IS NOT A SUSPECT OR THE OBJECT OF 41 
A LAW ENFORCEMENT ACTION WHEN THE PERSON REQUESTS THAT THE BODY CAMERA BE 42 
TURNED OFF.  A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER MUST ANNOUNCE ON THE RECORDING THAT 43 
THE BODY CAMERA IS BEING TURNED OFF AT THE PERSON'S REQUEST. 44 



S.B. 1300 
 
 
 
 

 - 2 - 

2.  UNLESS PROHIBITED BY LAW OR A LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY POLICY, A 1 
CONVERSATION BETWEEN LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS THAT RELATES TO THE HANDLING OF 2 
AN INCIDENT, INCLUDING INFORMATION ABOUT ANY INVOLVED PARTIES AND ACTION 3 
OPTIONS.  THE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER MUST ANNOUNCE ON THE RECORDING THAT THE 4 
BODY CAMERA IS BEING TURNED OFF. 5 

3.  UNLESS PROHIBITED BY LAW OR A LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY POLICY, WHEN 6 
THE SUSPECT OR OBJECT OF A LAW ENFORCEMENT ACTION MAKES A REQUEST ON THE 7 
RECORDING THAT THE BODY CAMERA BE TURNED OFF AND THE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER 8 
CONSENTS TO TURNING OFF THE BODY CAMERA.  A BODY CAMERA THAT IS TURNED OFF 9 
PURSUANT TO THIS PARAGRAPH SHALL BE TURNED BACK ON IF THE SITUATION EXPANDS 10 
BEYOND MORE THAN MERE DISCUSSION AND EVOLVES INTO A LAW ENFORCEMENT ACTION, 11 
SHOUTING OR VIOLENCE.  THE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER MUST ANNOUNCE ON THE 12 
RECORDING THAT THE BODY CAMERA IS BEING TURNED OFF.  THIS PARAGRAPH DOES NOT 13 
APPLY DURING THE INVESTIGATION OF A DOMESTIC VIOLENCE OFFENSE IF THE LAW 14 
ENFORCEMENT AGENCY HAS A WRITTEN POLICY THAT REQUIRES THE RECORDING OF 15 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE INVESTIGATIONS. 16 

4.  A CONVERSATION OR ACTIVITY THAT OCCURS DURING THE SITUATION BUT 17 
THAT IS NOT RELATED TO THE SITUATION, INCLUDING A PERSONAL CONVERSATION OR 18 
THE USE OF RESTROOM FACILITIES. 19 

F.  IF THE RECORDED INCIDENT INVOLVES A LAW ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY OR THE 20 
HANDLING OF AN EMOTIONALLY DISTURBED PERSON, THE RECORDED INCIDENT MAY BE 21 
SAVED AND USED FOR TRAINING PURPOSES.  A RECORDED INCIDENT SAVED FOR TRAINING 22 
PURPOSES MAY BE VIEWED ONLY BY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS, LAW ENFORCEMENT 23 
RECRUITS, RESERVE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS, POSSE MEMBERS, VOLUNTEER LAW 24 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS AND LAW ENFORCEMENT DISPATCHERS AND, IF APPLICABLE, ANY 25 
CONSULTANTS OR OUTSIDE TRAINING PERSONNEL. 26 

G.  A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER BODY CAMERA RECORDING AND ANY ELECTRONIC 27 
DATA ASSOCIATED WITH THE RECORDING IS NOT A PUBLIC RECORD AND IS EXEMPT FROM 28 
TITLE 39, CHAPTER 1.  A LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY SHALL RELEASE A RECORDING, OR 29 
A PORTION OF A RECORDING, TO THE PUBLIC ONLY IF THE PUBLIC'S NEED TO VIEW THE 30 
RECORDING OUTWEIGHS THE INTERESTS OF PRIVACY OR CONFIDENTIALITY OR THE BEST 31 
INTERESTS OF THE STATE, THE RELEASE WILL NOT INTERFERE WITH OR COMPROMISE AN 32 
ONGOING INVESTIGATION AND THE REQUEST IS NOT BURDENSOME OR HARASSING.  A 33 
PERSON'S RIGHT TO AVOID PUBLIC EMBARRASSMENT OUTWEIGHS THE PUBLIC'S RIGHT TO 34 
VIEW A RECORDING FOR ENTERTAINMENT PURPOSES.  IF A LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY 35 
DOES NOT CONSENT TO THE RELEASE OF A BODY CAMERA RECORDING, THE PERSON MAKING 36 
A REQUEST FOR THE RECORDING MAY FILE A SPECIAL ACTION IN SUPERIOR COURT.  THE 37 
SUPERIOR COURT SHALL REVIEW WHETHER OR NOT THE LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY'S 38 
DETERMINATION COMPLIES WITH THIS SUBSECTION.  THE COURT MAY AWARD ATTORNEY 39 
FEES AND OTHER LEGAL COSTS THAT ARE REASONABLY INCURRED IN ANY ACTION UNDER 40 
THIS SUBSECTION IF THE PERSON SEEKING THE RECORDINGS HAS SUBSTANTIALLY 41 
PREVAILED.  ANY PERSON WHO IS WRONGFULLY DENIED ACCESS TO A RECORDING 42 
PURSUANT TO THIS SUBSECTION HAS A CAUSE OF ACTION AGAINST THE LAW ENFORCEMENT 43 
AGENCY FOR ANY DAMAGES RESULTING FROM THE DENIAL. 44 
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Sec. 2.  Law enforcement officer body camera study committee; 1 
membership; duties; report; delayed repeal 2 

A.  The law enforcement officer body camera study committee is 3 
established consisting of the following members: 4 

1.  One member of the senate who is appointed by the president of the 5 
senate and who serves as cochairperson of the committee. 6 

2.  One member of the house of representatives who is appointed by the 7 
speaker of the house of representatives and who serves as cochairperson of 8 
the committee. 9 

3.  One police chief of a police department in this state who is 10 
appointed by the governor. 11 

4.  One county sheriff who is appointed by the governor. 12 
5.  One member who is a faculty member in a criminal justice program at 13 

a university in this state and who is appointed by the governor. 14 
6.  One representative of a news gathering organization who is 15 

appointed by the governor. 16 
7.  One member who is a state prosecutor and who is appointed by the 17 

Arizona prosecuting attorneys' advisory council. 18 
8.  Three persons who are members of a police association and who are 19 

appointed by the governor. 20 
9.  Two attorneys who are members of the state bar, one of whom 21 

represents a group that promotes civil liberties, and who are appointed by 22 
the governor. 23 

10.  Two public members who are residents of this state, one of whom is 24 
associated with a civil rights association, and who are appointed by the 25 
governor. 26 

B.  The study committee shall recommend policies and laws on the use of 27 
law enforcement officer body cameras and body camera recordings. 28 

C.  The law enforcement officer body camera study committee may: 29 
1.  Request information, data and reports from any county or state 30 

agency or political subdivision of this state.  If possible, information 31 
shall be provided electronically. 32 

2.  Hold hearings, conduct fact-finding tours and take testimony from 33 
witnesses, including participants in the criminal justice system, who may 34 
assist the committee in fulfilling its responsibilities. 35 

D.  On the request of the law enforcement officer body camera study 36 
committee, an agency of this state shall provide to the committee its 37 
services, equipment, documents, personnel and facilities to the extent 38 
possible without cost to the committee. 39 

E.  The legislature shall provide staff and support services to the 40 
committee. 41 

F.  The committee shall meet at the state capitol or at other places as 42 
the cochairpersons deem necessary or convenient, and all meetings shall be 43 
open to the public. 44 



S.B. 1300 
 
 
 
 

 - 4 - 

G.  Members of the study committee are not eligible to receive 1 
compensation but are eligible for reimbursement of expenses pursuant to title 2 
38, chapter 4, article 2, Arizona Revised Statutes. 3 

H.  On or before December 31, 2015, the study committee shall submit a 4 
report regarding its findings and recommendations to the governor, the 5 
speaker of the house of representatives and the president of the senate and 6 
provide a copy of its report to the secretary of state.  The report shall 7 
include the committee's recommendations regarding the use of law enforcement 8 
officer body cameras in this state. 9 

I.  This section is repealed from and after June 30, 2016. 10 
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