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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Repeal 2 
Section 26-179, Arizona Revised Statutes, is repealed. 3 
Sec. 2.  Title 26, chapter 1, article 3, Arizona Revised Statutes, is 4 

amended by adding a new section 26-179, to read: 5 
26-179.  Tuition and fees waiver; eligibility; reimbursement for 6 

failed courses 7 
A.  ANY MEMBER OF THE ARIZONA NATIONAL GUARD MAY ATTEND REGULARLY 8 

SCHEDULED COURSES AT ANY PUBLIC INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN THIS STATE 9 
TOWARD THE COMPLETION OF A BACHELOR'S DEGREE OR A MASTER'S DEGREE AND RECEIVE 10 
UP TO SIXTEEN CREDITS PER SEMESTER TUITION-FREE, WITH A MAXIMUM OF ONE 11 
HUNDRED TWENTY CREDITS TOTAL FOR A BACHELOR'S DEGREE AND THIRTY-THREE CREDITS 12 
TOTAL FOR A MASTER'S DEGREE, IF THE MEMBER MEETS ALL OF THE FOLLOWING 13 
CONDITIONS: 14 

1.  HAS COMPLETED INITIAL ACTIVE DUTY TRAINING AND, EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE 15 
PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION B OF THIS SECTION, IS IN GOOD STANDING AS AN ACTIVE 16 
MEMBER OF THE ARIZONA NATIONAL GUARD. 17 

2.  HAS BEEN ACCEPTED TO PURSUE A COURSE OF UNDERGRADUATE STUDY AND IS 18 
ENROLLED AS AN UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT IN GOOD STANDING AT THAT INSTITUTION OR 19 
HAS BEEN ACCEPTED TO PURSUE A COURSE OF GRADUATE STUDY AND IS ENROLLED AS A 20 
GRADUATE STUDENT IN GOOD STANDING AT THAT INSTITUTION. 21 

3.  HAS APPLIED FOR TUITION BENEFITS THAT ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH THE 22 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS AND THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT 23 
OF DEFENSE AND FOR WHICH THE MEMBER IS ELIGIBLE. 24 

B.  ANY MEMBER OF THE ARIZONA NATIONAL GUARD WHOSE ENROLLMENT IN A 25 
PUBLIC INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION ON A TUITION-FREE BASIS PURSUANT TO 26 
SUBSECTION A OF THIS SECTION IS INTERRUPTED BY A DEPLOYMENT TO ACTIVE DUTY 27 
MAY RECEIVE THE TUITION BENEFIT AFTER DISCHARGE FROM SERVICE UNDER CONDITIONS 28 
OTHER THAN DISHONORABLE.  IN THE EVENT OF A NONMEDICAL DISCHARGE OR A MEDICAL 29 
DISCHARGE THAT IS NOT CAUSED BY AN ILLNESS OR INJURY RELATED TO THE 30 
PERFORMANCE OF DUTIES FOR THE NATIONAL GUARD, THE MEMBER'S ELIGIBILITY FOR 31 
THE TUITION BENEFIT BEGINS FROM THE DATE OF DISCHARGE AND CONTINUES FOR ONE 32 
SEMESTER OR A PERIOD OF TIME EQUAL TO THE LENGTH OF THE DEPLOYMENT, WHICHEVER 33 
IS LONGER.  IN THE EVENT OF MEDICAL DISCHARGE OR MEDICAL RETIREMENT AS A 34 
RESULT OF ILLNESS OR INJURY INCURRED WHILE ON FEDERAL ORDERS AND DEPLOYED IN 35 
SUPPORT OF OVERSEAS CONTINGENCY OPERATIONS, AS A RESULT OF TERRORIST ACTION 36 
OR IN RESPONSE TO A NATURAL DISASTER, THE MEMBER'S ELIGIBILITY FOR THE 37 
TUITION BENEFIT BEGINS FROM THE DATE OF DISCHARGE OR RETIREMENT AND CONTINUES 38 
UNTIL COMPLETION OF THE DEGREE PROGRAM IN WHICH THE MEMBER IS ENROLLED OR FOR 39 
FIVE YEARS, WHICHEVER OCCURS FIRST. 40 

C.  ANY MEMBER OF THE ARIZONA NATIONAL GUARD WHOSE ENROLLMENT IN A 41 
PUBLIC INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION ON A TUITION-FREE BASIS PURSUANT TO 42 
SUBSECTION A OF THIS SECTION WHO FAILS ANY COURSE FOR WHICH TUITION WAS 43 
WAIVED SHALL PAY FOR THOSE CREDITS IN FULL.  44 
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