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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona:

Section 1. Section 36-2604, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to
read:

36-2604. Use and release of confidential information;

definition

A. Except as otherwise provided in this section, prescription
information submitted to the board pursuant to this article is confidential
and is not subject to public inspection. The board shall establish
procedures to ensure the privacy and confidentiality of patients and that
patient information that is collected, recorded and transmitted pursuant to
this article is not disclosed except as prescribed in this section.

B. The board or its designee shall review the prescription information
collected pursuant to this article. If the board or its designee has reason
to believe an act of unprofessional or illegal conduct has occurred, the
board or its designee shall notify the appropriate professional Ticensing
board or 1law enforcement or criminal justice agency and provide the
prescription information required for an investigation.

C. The board may release data collected by the program to the
following:

1. A person who is authorized to prescribe or dispense a controlled
substance, or a delegate who is authorized by the prescriber or dispenser, to
assist that person to provide medical or pharmaceutical care to a patient or
to evaluate a patient.

2. An individual who requests the individual's own prescription
monitoring information pursuant to section 12-2293.

3. A professional licensing board established pursuant to title 32,
chapter 7, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 21, 25 or 29. Except as required
pursuant to subsection B of this section, the board shall provide this
information only if the requesting board states in writing that the
information is necessary for an open investigation or complaint.

4. A Tocal, state or federal Taw enforcement or criminal Jjustice
agency. Except as required pursuant to subsection B of this section, the
board shall provide this information only if the requesting agency states in
writing that the information is necessary for an open investigation or
complaint.

5. The Arizona health care cost containment system administration
regarding persons who are receiving services pursuant to chapter 29 of this
title. Except as required pursuant to subsection B of this section, the
board shall provide this information only if the administration states 1in
writing that the information is necessary for an open investigation or
complaint.

6. A person who is serving a lawful order of a court of competent
jurisdiction.
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7. A person who is authorized to prescribe or dispense a controlled
substance and who performs an evaluation on an individual pursuant to section
23-1026.

8. A COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER OR ALTERNATE MEDICAL EXAMINER WHO IS
DIRECTING AN INVESTIGATION INTO THE CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING A DEATH AS
DESCRIBED IN SECTION 11-593 OR A DELEGATE WHO IS AUTHORIZED BY THE COUNTY
MEDICAL EXAMINER OR ALTERNATE MEDICAL EXAMINER.

D. The board may provide data to public or private entities for
statistical, research or educational purposes after removing information that
could be used to identify individual patients or persons who received
prescriptions from dispensers.

E. For the purposes of this section, "delegate" means ANY OF THE
FOLLOWING:

1. A licensed health care professional who is employed in the office
of or in a hospital with the prescriber or dispenser. or

2. An unlicensed medical records technician, medical assistant or
office manager who is employed in the office of or in a hospital with the
prescriber OR DISPENSER and who has received training regarding both the
health idinsurance portability and accountability act privacy standards,
45 Code of Federal Regulations part 164, subpart E, and security standards,
45 Code of Federal Regulations part 164, subpart C.

3. A FORENSIC PATHOLOGIST, MEDICAL DEATH INVESTIGATOR OR OTHER
QUALIFIED PERSON WHO IS ASSIGNED DUTIES IN CONNECTION WITH A DEATH
INVESTIGATION PURSUANT TO SECTION 11-594.
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