
 

 

ARIZONA STATE SENATE 
52ND LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION 
 

MINUTES OF COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION  

 
DATE:  January 15, 2015 TIME:   9:00 a.m. ROOM:  SHR 1 

 
CHAIRMAN: Senator Kelli Ward VICE-CHAIRMAN: Senator Kimberly Yee 

  
ANALYST: Matthew Simon   

 
 

ATTENDANCE BILLS 

 

Committee Members Pr Ab Ex Bill Number Disposition 
Senator Allen X   SB 1029 DPA 
Senator Begay X     
Senator Bradley X     
Senator Dial X     
Senator Smith X     
Senator Yee, Vice-Chairman X     
Senator Ward, Chairman X     

 
 
 

PRESENTATIONS 
 

Christine Thompson - Executive Director, State Board of Education - Landscape of School Accountability 
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Chairman Ward called the meeting to order at 9:04 a.m. and attendance was taken. 
 
Senator Ward requested the Committee members to introduce themselves. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF 
 
Senator Ward requested staff introduce themselves as follows: 
 

• Amber Sewell, Page 
• Monet Niesluchowski, Page 
• Imee Andrew, Committee Secretary 
• Mike Philipsen, Majority Staff Communications and Policy Advisor 
• Reed Spangler, Director of Fiscal Policy 
• Rebecca Pacheco, Majority Staff Intern 
• Jeff Winkler, Democratic Chief of Staff, Policy Advisor 
• Alex Vidal, Democratic Staff Intern 
• Matthew Simon, Research Analyst 
• Brandi Peplinski, Assistant Research Analyst 
• Andrew Almodova, Research Intern 

 
 ADOPTION OF EDUCATION COMMITTEE RULES 
  

Senator Yee moved to adopt the Education Committee Rules as distributed 
(Attachment A).  The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 

 APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE OF REFERENCE 

 Senator Ward appointed the following members as the Committee of Reference: 
  
 Senator Ward, Chairman 
 Senator Yee 

Senator Smith 
 Senator Bradley 
 Senator Begay 
 
 CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SB 1029 - graduation requirement; civics test – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Matthew Simon, Education Committee Research Analyst, explained SB 1029 and the 12-line 
Ward amendment dated 1/14/15 at 9:55 a.m. (Attachment B). Mr. Simon explained the 10-line 
Bradley amendment dated 1/14/15 at 3:54 p.m. (Attachment C).  
 
Senator Yarbrough, bill sponsor, further explained SB 1029 and answered questions posed by the 
Committee. 
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Sydney Hay, Silver Bullet LLC, distributed a handout entitled “Initiative to teach youths basic civics 
vital to nation” (Attachment D) and testified in support of SB 1029.  
 
Garrick Taylor, Arizona Chamber of Commerce, testified in support of SB 1029. 
 
Moses Sanchez, representing himself, testified in support of SB 1029. 
 
Steve Ramos, Retired Civic Teacher, representing himself, testified in opposition to SB 1029 and 
answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Steven Robinson, Constituent Mohave County, representing himself, testified in support of      
SB 1029. 
 
Stephanie Parra, Governing Board Member, Phoenix Union High School District, testified in 
opposition to SB 1029 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Scott Leska, representing himself, testified in support of SB 1029. 
 
Jackie Phillips, representing herself, testified in support of SB 1029. 
 
Attached is a list noting the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment E). 
 

Senator Yee moved SB 1029 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Bradley moved the 10-line Bradley amendment dated 01/14/15 at         
3:54 p.m. (Attachment C) be ADOPTED.   
 
Sen Yee moved a substitute motion to adopt the 12-line Ward amendment dated 
1/14/15 at 9:55 a.m. The substitute motion CARRIED by a voice vote. 
 
Senator Yee moved SB 1029 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-1-0 (Attachment 
1). 

 
Senators Begay, Bradley, Smith, Yee and Ward explained their votes. 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
Christine Thompson - Executive Director, State Board of Education - Landscape of School 
Accountability 
 
Christine Thompson explained school and student accountability. Ms. Thompson answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
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There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:39 a.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Imee L. Andrew 
Committee Secretary 

 
(Audio recordings and attachments are on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. Audio 
archives are available at http://www.azleg.gov)  
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