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Purpose 
 

Redirects $50 of the $150 administrative charge collected for mandatory law enforcement 
tows into a fund for public safety officers seriously injured or killed in the line of duty and their 
families.  Establishes a commission to administer the fund monies. 

 
Background 
 

A.R.S. § 28-3511 requires a law enforcement officer to impound or immobilize a vehicle 
in specified circumstances.  For any of the following reasons, law enforcement is required to 
have a vehicle towed: 1) the driver does not have a valid driver license, permit or proof of such 
credential from another jurisdiction; 2) the person’s driving privilege has been suspended or 
revoked; 3) the person is subject to an ignition interlock device requirement, but is driving 
without such a device; 4) the person is transporting or moving an alien in Arizona in furtherance 
of the illegal presence of the alien in the U.S.; or 5) the person is knowingly concealing, 
harboring or shielding an alien from detection using a means of transportation in Arizona.  If a 
person is caught driving unlicensed, suspended or revoked, does not have insurance and is 
involved in an accident that causes property damage, death or injury, tow of the vehicle is also 
required under A.R.S. § 28-3511.  In addition, extreme driving under the influence (DUI), 
aggravated DUI and underage drinking while driving also prompts a law enforcement tow. Tows 
pursuant to this section of law are commonly referred to as law enforcement tows or 3511 tows, 
in reference to the statutory citation.  
 

Vehicles that are towed under A.R.S. § 28-3511 must remain in impound for 30 days, 
with exceptions.  In addition to a daily storage fee, the driver or vehicle owner is responsible for 
administrative charges related to the immobilization or impoundment, set at $150.  The 
administrative charges collected by DPS are deposited into the Arizona Highway Patrol Fund 
(A.R.S. § 28-3513).  The purpose of the Highway Patrol Fund is to administer laws related to the 
Highway Patrol and Highway Patrol Reserve, to operate the permit to carry a concealed weapon 
(CCW) program, and to pay the costs associated with impounding vehicles.  Approximately 
$19.2 million was expended from this fund in FY 2013, with a year-end fund balance of around 
$5.1 million (Joint Legislative Budget Committee).  This legislation would also impact 
municipal and county law enforcement agencies. 
 
Provisions 
 
1. Diverts $50 of the $150 administrative towing charge to the Public Safety Officer Assistance 

Fund (Fund). 
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2. Establishes the Fund consisting of: 

a) the above monies;  
b) any other contributions, grants, gifts, donations or services;  
c) other financial assistance from any individual, association, corporation or other 

organization having an interest in assisting public safety officers; and  
d) other financial assistance from the U.S. and any of its agencies or instrumentalities, 

corporate or otherwise. 
 
3. Establishes the Public Safety Officer Assistance Commission (Commission), consisting of 

the following nine members: 
a) a member appointed by an Arizona association of police officers that does not pay dues 

or membership fees to a national affiliate of the association; 
b) a member appointed by an Arizona police chiefs’ association; 
c) two sheriffs who are appointed by an Arizona sheriffs’ association, one from a county 

with a population less than 500,000 persons, the other from a county with a population 
more than 2 million persons; 

d) a firefighter who is appointed by an Arizona firefighters’ association; 
e) a county attorney appointed by an Arizona association of counties; and 
f) three additional members, one of each appointed by the President of the Senate, Speaker 

of the House of Representatives and Governor. 
 
4. Requires the Commission to administer the Fund. 
 
5. Requires the Commission to meet and organize by electing officers from among its 

membership as deemed necessary or advisable. 
 
6. Requires the Commission to meet at least once during each calendar year and additionally as 

the chairperson deems necessary. 
 
7. Specifies that a majority of the members constitutes a quorum for the transaction of business. 
 
8. Stipulates that members serve five-year terms. 
 
9. Specifies that monies in the Fund are continuously appropriated for distribution as prescribed 

below. 
 
10. Requires the Commission to distribute monies from the Fund to assist public safety officers 

or families of public safety officers who are killed or seriously injured in the line of duty. 
 
11. Stipulates that Commission members are not eligible for compensation, but are eligible for 

reimbursement of expenses. 
 
12. Sunsets the Commission on July 1, 2024. 
 
13. Repeals the Commission, Fund and related requirements on January 1, 2025. 
 
14. Specifies that the initial terms of Commission members are as follows: 
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a) the terms of the firefighter member and the members appointed by an Arizona association 
of police officers and police chiefs’ association end on January 31, 2018; and 

b) the terms of the sheriffs and county attorney members end on January 31, 2019. 
 
15. Requires all subsequent appointments to be made as prescribed by statute. 
 
16. Contains a purpose statement. 
 
17. Becomes effective on the general effective date. 

 
Prepared by Senate Research 
February 10, 2014 
AW/ls 
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