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ARIZONA STATE SENATE

Fifty-First Legislature, Second Regular Session

AMENDED
FACT SHEET FOR S.B. 1182

school district overrides; bonds; information

Purpose

Modifies the informational pamphlets that are distributed for school district budget
override and al political subdivision bond elections.

Background

The county school superintendent (superintendent) is required to prepare an informational
report for a proposed override and the district board must mail or distribute the report to district
voters at least 35 days prior to the override election. The informational report must contain
certain information, including the: 1) length; 2) dollar amount; 3) percentage of the district’s
Revenue Control Limit; 4) revenues that will fund; and 5) purpose of the proposed override. The
informational report must also contain, if submitted, between two and ten arguments both for and
against the proposed override. The superintendent prescribes the form of the arguments and
reviews all factual statements contained in the arguments and corrects any inaccurate statements
of fact. The superintendent is prohibited from reviewing and correcting any portion of the
arguments identified as statements of the author’s opinion.

At least 35 days before a bond election, the governing body or board of the requesting
political subdivision is required to mail a copy of an informational pamphlet to every household
within the political subdivision that contains a registered voter. The pamphlet must contain
certain information, including: 1) the amount of the bond authorization; 2) the maximum interest
rate of the bonds; 3) certain debt retirement schedules; 4) the source of repayment; and 5) the
purpose for which the bonds are to be issued. The pamphlet must also contain arguments for and
against the authorization of one or more of the bond propositions.

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this
legidation.

Provisions
School District Overrides

1. Requires the purpose statement contained in any override election informational report to
only present factual information in a neutral manner.

2. Specifies that advocacy for the expenditures contained in any override election informational
report is strictly limited to the arguments section of the informational report.
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7.

8.

Requires District Additional Assistance override informational reports to include the
estimated cost of each capital improvement for an owner-occupied residence with an average
assessed valuation of Class Three property in the school district for the current year.

Bonds

Requires the purpose statement contained in any political subdivision bond election
informational pamphlet to only present factual information in a neutral manner.

Specifies that advocacy for the expenditures contained in any political subdivision bond
election informational pamphlet is strictly limited to the arguments section of the
informational pamphlet.

Requires the bond election informational pamphlet to contain information on the projects and
expenditures for which the bonds are to be issued.

Miscellaneous
Makes conforming changes.

Becomes effective on the general effective date.

Amendments Adopted by Committee

Eliminates the prohibition of a second override continuation request and modifies election
pamphlet language.

Amendments Adopted by Committee of the Whole

Modifies the purpose statement and arguments sections of override and bond election
informational pamphlets.

Senate Action

ED 1/30/14 DP 5-3-1-0
FIN 2/12/14 DPA 4-2-1-0
Prepared by Senate Research

February 26, 2014
KKl/ls
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