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Purpose 
 

Codifies a Silver Alert Notification System for the purpose of recovering missing persons 
over the age of 65 (seniors) in certain circumstances.   
 
Background 
 

The AMBER Alert system began in 1996 when Dallas-Fort Worth local police and 
broadcasters teamed up to develop a warning system that helped find abducted children. Soon 
after, states adopted their own AMBER Alert plans, and all 50 states have their own AMBER 
Alert plans today.  AMBER Alerts can be issued if law enforcement confirms an abduction of a 
person 17 years of age or under (child), if there is serious risk of death or injury to the child, and 
if there is sufficient descriptive information that can help the public effectively recover the 
missing child.      
 

At least 15 states have legislation establishing a missing persons recovery system 
formally called Silver Alert.  Additional states have legislation establishing such systems that go 
by names other than Silver Alert, such as Missing Senior Alert.  However, these systems differ in 
scope as some are meant only for persons aged 65 and older and others are meant for anyone 18 
years or older.   
 

Currently, Arizona has an Endangered Person Alert System created by the Attorney 
General in 2008.  The alert system is a voluntary partnership between law enforcement and local 
broadcasters to quickly distribute information and coordinate alerts of a person aged 18 or over 
who is missing under unexplained or suspicious circumstances or may be in danger because of 
the person’s age, health, disabilities, environment, or if the person is in potentially dangerous 
company. An alert may be issued if distribution of information to the public could assist with a 
safe recovery.  
    

This legislation establishes additional requirements for the Department of Public Safety 
(DPS), but there is a voluntary system already in place.  Therefore, there is no anticipated fiscal 
impact to the state General Fund associated with this legislation.        
 
Provisions 
 

1. Requires DPS to establish a Silver Alert Notification System meant to quickly issue and 
coordinate alerts of missing seniors. 
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2. Requires DPS to issue a Silver Alert at the request of a law enforcement agency that is 

investigating a missing senior’s case if: 
a) the investigating law enforcement agency meets the conditions outlined below.  
b) available information that would be distributed to the public could assist in the safe 

recovery of the senior; and 
c) DPS receives federal permission to use the Emergency Alert System for the Silver Alert. 

 
3. Requires the investigating law enforcement agency to meet the following conditions in order 

to request a Silver Alert, along with the additional conditions above: 
a) has used all available local resources; 
b) has concluded the senior has gone missing under suspicious or unexplained 

circumstances; and  
c) believes the senior is in danger because the person is in potentially dangerous company or 

because of the person’s age, health, disabilities, environment or other factors indicating 
peril. 

 
4. Requires DPS to provide Silver Alert information to entities that provide such notifications in 

Arizona.   
 
5. Becomes effective on the general effective date. 

 
Prepared by Senate Research 
January 21, 2014 
AW/RC/ls 
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