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OVERVIEW 
SB 1391 allows charter schools and school districts to require noncertificated and unpaid 
personnel to obtain a fingerprint clearance card. 

HISTORY 
The Arizona Department of Public Safety (DPS) is responsible for creating and coordinating 
services for use by local law enforcement agencies in protecting the public safety. 
The Fingerprinting Division of the DPS conducts fingerprint background checks and issues 
fingerprint clearance cards for individuals who are required to get fingerprint background 
checks, pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) § 41-1758.01. In order to process a 
fingerprint clearance card, an applicant’s fingerprints are checked against stored criminal records 
in the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Arizona Automated Fingerprint Identification 
System’s databases. If the records contain any offenses listed in A.R.S. § 47-1758.03, the 
individual is denied a fingerprint clearance card and DPS must notify the proper persons that the 
fingerprint clearance card has been denied. In processing a fingerprint based state and federal 
criminal history background check, an applicant’s fingerprints are submitted and records are 
checked. Results are reported to the agency or school district that requested the background 
check and that agency or school district is authorized to make their own employment eligibility 
determination. 

Currently, all charter school personnel engaged in instructional work directly or indirectly and all 
certificated school district employees must have a fingerprint clearance card. Additionally, all 
other noncertificated and unpaid employees of a charter school or school district that provide 
services to students without the supervision of a certificated employee are required to be 
fingerprint checked (A.R.S. § 15-512). 

PROVISIONS 
• Allows charter schools to require all personnel to obtain a fingerprint clearance card. 

• Authorizes school districts to require noncertificated and unpaid personnel who are not the 
parent or guardian of a student in the school district but who provide services directly to 
students without the supervision of a certificated employee to obtain a fingerprint clearance 
card. 

• Allows noncertificated and unpaid personnel who are not the parent or guardian of a student 
in the district but who provide services to students without the supervision of a certificated 
employee to apply for a fingerprint clearance card if the school district does not require a 
fingerprint clearance card as a condition of employment. 
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• Allows a school district to communicate to another school district whether a person has been 
issued or denied a fingerprint clearance card, if requested to do so by the person who applied 
for the fingerprint clearance card. 

• Conforms fingerprint clearance card requirements for noncertificated and unpaid personnel to 
existing fingerprint check requirements for noncertificated and unpaid personnel of school 
districts. 

• Makes technical changes. 
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