HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SB 1386

supplemental appropriation; external CPS review

Sponsors: Senators Biggs, Driggs, McComish, et al.
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DPA Committee on Reform and Human Services
DPA Committee on Appropriations
DPA Caucus and COW

X As Transmitted to the Governor

OVERVIEW

SB 1386 appropriates $250,000 to the Arizona Department of Administration (ADOA) from the
state GF in FY 2014 for an external review by an independent expert consultant to examine the
current child protective services system, consider best practices to improve delivery of services
and to provide consultation on the effective establishment of the new Division of Child Safety
and Family Services (DCSFS).

HISTORY

Laws 1972, Chapter 202 established the Arizona Department of Economic Security (ADES) to
promote the safety, well-being and self-sufficiency of children, adults and families within
Arizona. ADES consists of nine divisions and supports enhanced safety and security for
Arizonans by focusing on four key goals; strengthening individuals and families, enhancing self-
sufficiency, collaborating with communities to enlarge their capacity, increasing efficiency and
being effective through innovation and accountability. The Division of Children, Youth and
Families (DCYF) provides child protective services, foster care, kinship care, adoption services
and independent living services for young adults.

Under DCYF, CPS is a program created by Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) § 8-802 that
endeavors to protect children alleged to be abused and/or neglected. CPS receives screens and
investigates allegations of child abuse and neglect, performs assessments of child safety and
assesses the imminent risk of harm to children.

On January 13, Governor Brewer issued Executive Order 2014-01 eliminating DCYF and
establishing the DCSFS to oversee and direct all administrative, programmable and management
functions of the state child welfare program, including CPS, foster care, adoption and the
Comprehensive Medical and Dental Program.

PROVISIONS

« Makes a non-lapsing appropriation of $250,000 from the state GF in FY 2014 to ADOA for
an externa review, by an independent expert consultant to examine the current child
protective services system, consider best practices to improve delivery of services and to
provide consultation on the effective establishment of the new DCSFS.

« Includesissuesto be considered by the independent consultant.
« Outlines requirements for ADOA to consider when selecting a consultant.
« Requiresthe consultant to work with the director of DCSFS or its successor agency.
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SB 1386

« Requires that the proposal evaluation team include the Director of DCSFS or its successor
agency, or the Director’s designee and the four legislative members of the CPS Oversight
Committee.

« Requiresthe consultant to submit areport on or before March 1, 2015.
. Exempts ADOA from the procurement code requirements relating to this act.
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