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OVERVIEW 
SB 1312 authorizes the observance of Vietnam Veterans Day on March 29th of each year.  

HISTORY 
The movement to create a holiday in honor of Vietnam veterans began in 2000, when Vietnam 
veteran Jose Ramos rode his bike cross-country from California to Washington, DC to request 
that the president designate March 30th (the day the last American combat troops left Vietnam in 
1973) as a national holiday honoring Vietnam veterans. 

The United States’ first involvement in Vietnam began in 1946 with financial support for France 
in the first Indochina War. In 1965 the first U.S. combat troops were deployed to Vietnam and by 
1969 peak troop strength in Vietnam reached more than 543,000. During the Vietnam War, 3.4 
million U.S. troops were deployed to Southeast Asia, more than 58,000 Americans were killed in 
the Southeast Asia Theater and more than 300,000 were wounded. On March 29, 1973, the last 
of our troops left Vietnam. Half a century later, the White House issued a Presidential 
proclamation declaring March 29th Vietnam Veterans Day (www.whitehouse.gov). 

PROVISIONS 

• Establishes March 29th of each year as Vietnam Veterans’ Day to be observed as a non-legal 
holiday. 
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