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X As Transmitted to the Governor 

OVERVIEW 
SB 1216 allows the Director of Arizona Department of Health Services (ADHS) to adopt 
licensing provisions that facilitate the colocation and integration of outpatient treatment centers 
that provide medical, nursing and health-related services with behavioral health services.  

HISTORY 
Laws 1973, Chapter 158 established the ADHS by consolidating the State Department of Health, 
the Arizona Health Planning Authority, Crippled Children Services, the Arizona State Hospital 
and the Anatomy Board. ADHS sets the standard for personal and community health and is 
responsible for protecting and improving public health and providing publicly funded behavioral 
health programs. Currently, ADHS has three divisions including various bureaus, offices and 
programs within each division. The Behavioral Health Services Division coordinates, plans, 
administers, regulates and monitors all facets of the publicly funded behavioral health system. It 
contracts with four Regional Behavioral Health Authorities to administer behavioral health 
services throughout the State.  

Arizona Revised Statute (A.R.S.) § 36-405 states that the director of ADHS must adopt rules to 
establish minimum standards and requirements for the construction, modification and licensure 
of health care institutions necessary to assure the public health, safety and welfare.  

PROVISIONS 
• Includes contracts for services with the Department of Veterans Affairs in the definition of an 

adult foster care home. 

• Adds to the definition of health care institution and residential care institution to include 
behavioral health services. 

• Exempts community education, advocacy or recovery support groups that are not owned or 
operated by or contracted to provide services with a health care institution from regulation by 
ADHS.  

• Requires the Director to ADHS to adopt rules to establish minimum standards and licensure 
for institutions that provide behavioral health services. 

• Allows the Director of ADHS to adopt licensing provisions that facilitate the colocation and 
integration of outpatient treatment centers that provide medical, nursing and health-related 
services with behavioral health services, including provisions for avoiding duplicative 
requirements for construction, record keeping, ancillary services, equipment and operation 
for a facility at a single location that operates with more than one license.  
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• Stipulates that if a partnership, that is not a limited partnership, applies for a license to 
operate a health care institution, the partners must make the application jointly, and the 
partners are jointly the governing authority. 

• Adds a limited liability company to those required to provide an electronic signature for a 
license to operate a health care institution.  

• Exempts ADHS from rule making requirements relating to this act until April 30, 2015.  

• Defines behavioral health services.  

• Makes technical and conforming changes.  
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