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OVERVIEW
SB 1136 makes various changes to statutes surrounding the Acupuncture Board of Examiners
(Board) and licensure requirements.

HISTORY

Laws 1998, Chapter 239 established the Board, which consists of nine members including four
licensed acupuncturists, three consumers not employed in a health profession and two other
health professionals all appointed by the Governor for three year terms. The Board’s mission is
to protect the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of Arizona by regulating and maintaining
standards of practice for acupuncture. The Board's duties include licensing and regulating
acupuncturists, certifying auricular acupuncturists for detoxification or substance abuse
programs, acupuncture training and preceptorship training programs, continuing education
programs and visiting professors. The Board evaluates professional competency, investigates
complaints and enforces the standards of practice for the acupuncture profession. The Board
regulates the educational, clinica and clean needle technique programs approved to teach the
practice of acupuncture in this state.

Arizona Revised Statute § 32-3924 states that to receive a license to practice acupuncture a
person must submit an application as prescribed by the Board. The application shall document
that the applicant has successfully completed a clean needle technique course approved by the
board and has been certified in acupuncture by the national commission for the certification of
acupuncture and oriental medicine, or its successor organization, another certifying body or
examination that is recognized by the board, or has been licensed by another state with
substantially similar standards. Applicants must also demonstrate that they have not had
certification or licensure revoked and have graduated from or completed training in a Board
approved program of acupuncture with a minimum of one thousand eight hundred fifty hours of
training that includes at least eight hundred hours of board approved clinical training. As of
February 2014, there are 558 active licensed acupuncturists and 39 active certificated auricular
acupuncturists in the State of Arizona.

Fingerprint clearance cards are regulated by the Fingerprinting Division under the Department of
Public Safety (DPS). A fingerprint clearance card cost $65 for volunteers and $67 for all others
and isvalid for six years.

PROVISIONS
« Allows al board members to receive compensation for each day of actual service in the
service of the Board.
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« Requires a licensee to post their license or an official duplicate of the license in a
conspicuous location in the reception area of each office facility of that licensee.

« Requires applicants for licensure or relicensure to disclose in their application al other active
and past professional health care licenses and certificates issued to the applicant in Arizona
or by another state, district or territory of the United States.

« Adds the passing of the Point Location Module, Foundations of Oriental Medicine Module,
Biomedicine Module and Acupuncture Module offered by the National Certification
Commission for Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine to the certification options outlined for
licensure.

« Requires, beginning July 1, 2016, for applicants to have submitted a full set of fingerprints to
the Board for the purpose of obtaining a state and federal criminal records check and allows
DPS to exchange this fingerprint data with the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

. Makestechnical and conforming changes.
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