HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
SB 1099

Navajo code talkers' (].ay.
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Sponsors: Senators Begay, A]Jleser, Barto, et al.

DP Committee on Government
DP Caucus and COW

X As Transmitted to the Governor

OVERVIEW
SB 1099 establishes August 14 of every year as Navgjo Code Talkers' Day and assertsit isnot a
legal holiday.

HISTORY

The Navagjo Code Takers were a specia unit of the U.S. Marine Corps that trandated and
transmitted coded messages over military telephone or radio communications nets using
developed codes built upon the Navgo language. According to the Marine Corps website, their
service improved communications in terms of speed of encryption at both ends in front line
operations during World War I1. The Code Talkers were used in every major operation involving
the Marines in the invasion of Iwo Jima in which six Navajo Code Talkers operated
continuoudly. In 1982, New Mexico proclaimed April 10 as New Mexico Code Taker Day.
Later that year, President Reagan declared August 14 as National Navajo Code Talkers' Day.

Arizona Revised Statutes 8§ 38-608 stipulates that legal holidays include Christmas,
Thanksgiving, Labor day, New Y ear's day and Independence day.

PROVISIONS
. Designates August 14 of every year as Navajo Code Talkers' Day.

« Stipulatesthat Navajo Code Talkers' Day is not alegal holiday.
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