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OVERVIEW 
SB 1097 establishes the silver alert notification system designed to issue and coordinate alerts 
following the report of a missing person over the age of 65.  

HISTORY 
The Silver Alert program is a quick response system designed to issue and coordinate alerts 
following the unexplained or suspicious disappearance of an elderly person. Silver Alert would 
disseminate information to the public about the missing person, including images or descriptions 
and the time and location last seen in order to expedite the process of locating the person and 
returning them to safety. There are currently 15 states with a dedicated silver alert system.  

Arizona currently operates an Endangered Persons Alert System which serves to notify the 
public when an adult has gone missing due to health problems, disability or suspicious 
circumstances. The alert is a voluntary collaboration between law enforcement and broadcasters 
statewide. This system utilizes the existing Department of Public Safety (DPS) media 
notification system and functions by relying on broadcasters to voluntarily provide information 
to their audiences.  

PROVISIONS 
• Allows for the activation of the silver alert system provided that the missing person is at least 

65 years old and the following criteria are met: 
 The investigating law enforcement agency has used all available resources and has 

determined that the person has gone missing under unexplained or suspicious 
circumstances and there is evidence to suggest that the person may be in danger due to a 
number of factors as outlined;  

 Public dissemination of the information could assist in the safe recovery of the person; 
and  

 DPS has been authorized to use the Emergency Alert System for the issuance of silver 
alerts.  

• Instructs that DPS must provide silver alert information to any other entity that provides 
similar notifications within Arizona.  
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