HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HB 2545
l)icyclists ; pu])lic ways
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Sponsors: Representatives Orr, Meyer, Sherwoocl, et al.

X Committee on Transportation
Caucus and COW
House Engrossed
OVERVIEW

HB 2545 allows a driver to cross the center double yellow line in order to pass abicycle and also
requires amotorist to yield to a bicyclist in the shoulder, path or lane.

HISTORY

Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) 8§ 28-735 currently allows a motor vehicle to overtake a
bicycle while going in the same direction by creating a space of not less than three feet between
the vehicle and the bicycle. If a failure to follow these rules causes a collision, the violator is
subject to a $500 penalty for any serious physical injury caused and $1,000 civil penalty if a
death is caused. These violations currently do not apply if the bicycle is riding in a vehicular
traffic lane when there is a designated bicycle lane available.

A.R.S. § 28-815 requires a bicycle to ride as close as practicable to the right-hand curb or edge
of the roadway. The only exceptions are if abicycle is overtaking and passing another bicycle or
vehicle, preparing for a left hand turn, if reasonably necessary to avoid conditions or objectsin
the way and if the lane istoo narrow to safely operate both a vehicle and a bicycle side by side.

PROVISIONS

« Changes the times a vehicle can overtake a bicycle from only passing in the same direction to
any direction.

« Allowsavehicleto cross over the double yellow lines in order to pass abicycle.

. Clarifiesthat if an accident occurs while overtaking the bicycle, the collision is evidence that
the motorist did not leave adequate room between the car and bicycle.

« Removesthe clause that a motorist is no longer responsible for a collision if the bicyclist was
riding in the vehicular traffic lane when there was a designated bicycle lane available.

. Specifiesthat a person is not allowed to operate, stop or park a vehicle on the shoulder of the
road.

« Requires the motorist to yield to the bicyclist when crossing the shoulder, path or lane when
crossing to access a public or private road.

. Clarifies that if an accident occurs it is evidence that the motorist did not yield the right of
way.

« Requiresthe person cleaning up awreck to remove the debris to the edge of the highway.

« Makestechnical and conforming changes.
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