HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
HB 2483

firearms; private land; lawful clischarg’e
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Sponsors: Representatives Kavanag’h, Forese, Gowan, et al.

DP Committee on Judiciary
DP Caucus and COW
X House Engrossed

OVERVIEW
HB 2483 revises statute concerning the lawful discharge of afirearm on private land.

HISTORY

Title 11, Chapter 6, Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.), governs county planning and zoning.
Specifically, A.R.S. 8§ 11-812 specifies what regulations may or may not be enacted concerning
land use in regards to mining or agricultural purposes.

A.R.S. § 13-3107 outlines what ordinances, rules or regulations a political subdivision may or
may not enact concerning regulations of firearms. Specifically A.R.S. § 13-3107 (B) states that a
city, town or county may adopt an ordinance or rule restricting the discharge of afirearm within
one-fourth mile of an occupied structure.

Additionally, A.R.S. 8§ 13-3108 states that a political subdivision of this state shall not enact any
ordinance, rule or tax relating to the transportation, possession, carrying, sale, transfer, purchase,
acquisition, gift, devise, storage, licensing, registration, discharge or use of firearms or
ammunition or any firearm or ammunition components or related accessoriesin this state.

A.R.S. 8§ 13-2917 classifies a public nuisance as a Class 2 misdemeanor as well as outlines
criteriathat must be met to be qualified as a public nuisance.

PROVISIONS

. Prohibits a city, town or county from enacting an ordinance that would prevent, restrict or
otherwise regulate the lawful discharge of afirearm or air gun or use of archery equipment
on a private lot or parcel of land that is not open to the public on a commercial or
membership basis.

. Stipulates that the lawful discharge of a gun may be enjoined if the following occurs:
> A public nuisance is being abated by the attorney general.
> A person living within one-fourth of a mile from where the discharge occurred files a
public nuisance cause of action or files an action based on negligence.

. States that if aclaim is filed concerning damages or public nuisance, then the person filing
must have clear and convincing evidence if they were not lawfully present at the private
property at the time that the alleged discharge occurred.

. In any action filed, the prevailing side may recover reasonable attorney fees.
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. Stipulates that if an action is filed that alleges damages from loss of property value from
the lawful discharge of a firearm, the lost value shall be proven by clear and convincing
evidence.

. Clarifies that a city, town or county may enact an ordinance or rule restricting the lawful
discharge of a firearm within one-fourth of a mile of an occupied structure without the
consent of the owner or occupant of the structure in regards to the taking of wildlife.

. Allows a political subdivision to adopt an ordinance regulating commercia land or a
commercia shooting range relating to firearms.

. Prohibits a subdivision from regulating the lawful discharge of afirearm on noncommercial
land via a zoning ordinance.

. Prohibits a subdivision from regulating the lawful discharge of a gun on land that is used
for agricultural or other noncommercial purposes.

. Specifies that private land used for shooting that is not open to the public on a commercial
or membership basisis not considered an outdoor shooting range.

. Defines “ occupied structure”.
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