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OVERVIEW 
HB 2462 prescribes that certain persons sentenced to life imprisonment are eligible for parole 
after 25 calendar years. 

HISTORY 
Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.), Title 13, chapter 7.1 governs capital sentencing.  Prior to the 
enactment of Senate Bill 1005, First Regular Session, 31st Legislature,  A.R.S. § 13-453(A) 
stated “A person guilty of murder in the first degree shall suffer death or imprisonment for life, at 
the discretion of the jury trying the  person charged therewith, or upon a plea of guilty, the court 
shall determine the punishment.”  For murderers not receiving the death penalty, release on 
parole was not an option, unless the governor granted a pardon or commutation to a parole 
eligible sentence. 

The Legislature amended this section of law in 1973 to read:  “A person guilty of murder in the 
first degree shall suffer death or imprisonment in the state prison for life, without possibility of 
parole until the completion of the service of twenty-five calendar years in the state prison….” 

As a consequence of the 1973 legislation, first degree murderers sentenced to life imprisonment 
for murders committed before the effective date of the 1973 amendments only become parole 
eligible if their sentence is commuted to a term of years. 

PROVISIONS 
• Prescribes that a person who was convicted of murder and sentenced to life in prison for an 

offense committed before August 8, 1973 is eligible for parole after serving 25 calendar 
years. 

• Provides that a person who is serving a sentence that runs consecutively to the murder 
conviction is only eligible for parole to the consecutive sentence. 

• Specifies that the parole eligibility goes into effect on the effective date of the section. 

• Requires the state department of corrections to notify all persons eligible for parole within 30 
days after the effective date of the section. 

• Contains an intent clause. 

• Contains an emergency clause. 
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