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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
HB 2457

mental healtll; veterans courts; establishment

Sponsor: Representative Farnsworth E

DP Committee on Public Safety, Military and Regulatory Affairs
DP Caucus and COW

X As Transmitted to the Governor

OVERVIEW
HB 2457 permits the establishment of county veterans courts or mental health courts.

HISTORY
Arizona Revised Statutes § 22-601 allows the presiding judge of each county superior court to
establish a homeless court. Homeless courts are currently operating in multiple counties. Eligible
defendants are typically charged with low-level offenses in justice courts or municipal courts
within the county such as parking violations, loitering, trespassing, or other minor offenses. In
Maricopa County in particular, homeless court defendants:
> May not have past felony offenses, with the exception of drug and alcohol-related
offenses.
» Have not been charged with criminal offenses with mandatory sentencing requirements
or where avictim has induced his or her rights.
> Are currently employed, receiving unemployment benefits, or are actively seeking
employment.
> Areactively enrolled in aprogram to alleviate homelessness.
> Aresubject to acriminal background check.

HB 2457 would establish veterans courts and mental health courts with similar regulations as
county homeless courts.

PROVISIONS

« Allows the presiding judge of the superior court in each county to establish a veterans court
and amental health court, and requires the presiding judge to determine eligibility criteriafor
referral to either court.

. Permits a justice of the peace or municipal court judge with jurisdiction over a case that
meets the digibility requirements of the veterans court or mental health court to refer the
case to either court as applicable.

. Directs the originating court to notify the criminal prosecutor if a case is referred to a
veterans court or amental health court.

. States that the originating justice court or municipal court maintains jurisdiction over a case
that isreferred to a veterans court or mental health court.

« Provides any judicia officer in the county where the offense occurred with the authority to
adjudicate a case referred to a veterans court or mental health court.
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