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OVERVIEW 
HB 2380 revises and updates the optometry statutes as it relates to the use of pharmaceutical 
agents. 

HISTORY 
The Arizona State Board of Optometry (Board) was established prior to statehood in 1907. The 
mission of the Board is to protect the health, safety and welfare of Arizona citizens by regulating 
and achieving the highest standards in the optometry profession. The Board examines, licenses 
and regulates the profession of optometry and regulates out-of-state contact lens dispensers. The 
Board consists of seven governor appointed members who serve staggered four-year terms. Five 
of the members must be licensed and practice optometry and there are two public members. 

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) plans to submit a formal recommendation 
package to the U.S. Department of Health Services (HHS) to reclassify hydrocodone (controlled 
substance) combination products. Currently this substance is a Schedule III and the 
reclassification would be to a Class II. If HHS approves the FDA recommendation and it is 
adopted by the U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency, the drug would be reclassified. 

On December 10, 2013, the House of Representatives Health and the Senate Health and Human 
Services Committee of Reference (COR) held a public hearing to review the sunrise application 
that was submitted by the Arizona Optometric Association to expand the optometrist scope of 
practice to allow for care based on the skills for which the profession is trained and tested. After 
receiving public testimony, the COR tabled the application. 

PROVISIONS 
• Revises the use of pharmaceutical agents section of statute for optometrists to include that a 

licensee may prescribe, dispense and administer oral prescription pharmaceuticals for the 
treatment of diseases of the eye and its adnexa for any one patient for each occurrence for a 
period of not more than the day limit recommended by the manufacturer or the physicians’ 
desk reference. 

• Allows a licensee to prescribe the following: 
 Anti-infectives rather than antibiotics and adds fluroquinolones.  
 Antihistamines and nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory agents (current law). 
 Agents for the treatment of angle-closure glaucoma including carbonic anhydrase 

inhibitors. 
 Steroids in an amount that does not exceed the amount packaged for a single course of 

therapy of not more than seven days. 
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• Removes the requirements for a licensee to: 
 Consult with a patient’s primary care physician for the purpose of referral of the patient 

to a physician who specializes in ophthalmology, infectious diseases, internal medicine or 
neurology. 

 Consult with the physician after the referral. 
 Note the consultation in the patient’s file. 

• Restricts a licensee from prescribing, dispensing or administering an oral pharmaceutical or a 
controlled substance to a person under six years of age. 

• Permits a licensee to prescribe, dispense or administer any controlled substance only if it is 
an analgesic that is reclassified from Schedule III to a Schedule II controlled substance after 
January 1, 2014.  

• Removes the requirement for a licensee who uses auto-injectors to maintain medically 
necessary supportive equipment used in connection with the treatment of an anaphylactic 
reaction. 

• Makes technical and conforming changes. 
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