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OVERVIEW 
HB 2309 permits a prosecutorial agency to issue a photo identification card that indicates a 
retired peace officer’s status as a retired qualified law enforcement officer and provides 
definitions. 

HISTORY 
The United States Law Enforcement Safety Act (Act) of 2004 enables a qualified law enforcement 
officer or qualified retired law enforcement officer who possesses proper identification to carry a 
concealed firearm in any jurisdiction, with some exceptions. A qualified retired law enforcement 
officer as defined in the Act must be retired in good standing from service with a public agency as a 
law enforcement officer for reasons other than mental instability. Prior to retirement, a qualified 
retired law enforcement officer was authorized by law to engage in or supervise the prevention, 
detection, investigation or prosecution of, or the incarceration of any person for any violation of law; 
had statutory powers of arrest; and was either regularly employed as a law enforcement officer for an 
aggregate of 15 years or more, or retired from service after completing any applicable probationary 
period of such service, due to service-connected disability, as determined by a law enforcement 
agency. Additionally, a qualified retired law enforcement officer has a right to benefits under a law 
enforcement agency’s retirement plan, has met state firearm training and standards within the past 
year, and is not a prohibited possessor under federal law. The qualified retired law enforcement 
officer must carry proper photo identification in order to carry a concealed firearm (18 U.S. Code § 
926C). In Arizona, only a law enforcement agency may issue a photo identification card that 
indicates an individual’s status as a qualified retired law enforcement officer.  

PROVISIONS 
• Allows a prosecutorial agency to issue a photo identification card that indicates a retired 

officer’s status as a retired qualified law enforcement officer. 

• Clarifies that a prosecutorial agency is not required to revoke a photo identification card 
issued to a qualified retired law enforcement officer based on any incident that may occur 
after retirement. 

• Adopts the definition of qualified retired law enforcement officer that is provided in 18 
United States Code § 926C.  

• Expands the definition of peace officer to include a municipal, county, or state prosecutor 
who has received a certificate from the Arizona Peace Officers Standards and Training Board 
(AZPOST). 
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AMENDMENTS 
Committee on Public Safety, Military and Regulatory Affairs 
• Clarifies that a municipal, county, or state prosecutor who is defined as a peace officer by the 

Act must also meet the federal definition of a qualified retired law enforcement officer and 
must complete a firearms training course approved by AZPOST. 
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