HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
HB 2306

fing’erprint clearance cards; periodic checks

Sponsor: Representative Pierce ]

DP Committee on Public Safety, Military and Regulatory Affairs
X Caucus and COW
House Engrossed

OVERVIEW
HB 2306 allows the Fingerprinting Division within the Arizona Department of Public Safety to
conduct periodic federal background checks for fingerprint clearance card holders.

HISTORY

The Fingerprinting Divison (Division) of the Arizona Department of Public Safety was
established by Laws 1998, Chapter 270, effective July 1, 1999. The duties of the Division
include issuing fingerprint clearance cards to applicants after conducting a criminal background
check to determine whether the applicant is awaiting trial for or has been convicted of a variety
of specified criminal offenses. Applicants are persons seeking licenses from state agencies,
employment with licensees, contract providers, or employment or educational opportunities with
agencies that statutorily require fingerprint background checks (Arizona Revised Statutes
[A.R.S] §41-1758.01).

Generadly, persons who work with vulnerable populations such as children, the elderly, and
persons with developmental disabilities are required to obtain a fingerprint clearance card for
employment. Laws 2009, Chapter 8 created two different types of fingerprint clearance cards, the
regular card and the Level | card. Level | cards have higher digibility standards than regular
cards, as there are more types of criminal charges that can cause a Level | card to be denied or
suspended. Both cards are valid for six years and the Division must perform a state and federal
background check upon application for any new card (A.R.S. § 41-1758.02).

PROVISIONS

. Allows the Division to conduct periodic federal criminal history records checks when
authorized by federal law in order to update the clearance status of current regular and
Level | fingerprint clearance card holders.
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