
Fifty-first Legislature  Analyst Initials _______ 
Second Regular Session  February 19, 2014 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

HB 2152 
fire district boundary changes 

Sponsor: Representative Farnsworth E 
 

DP Committee on Government 

X Caucus and COW 

 House Engrossed 

OVERVIEW 
HB 2152 specifies required actions for changing fire district, community park maintenance 
district and sanitary district boundaries that may affect or include a portion of a municipality.  

HISTORY 
Counties are not statutorily authorized to provide fire or emergency medical services; therefore 
they must seek fire protection and medical services from other sources.  Some form fire districts 
and other counties or county islands contract with a private provider through community 
associations. Fire districts are political subdivisions of the state that are responsible for providing 
fire services within a specified area and are funded by self-taxation of the residents and 
businesses under the jurisdiction of the fire district.   

Arizona Revised Statutes § 48-262 outlines the requirements for fire districts, community park 
maintenance districts and sanitary districts (District) boundary change procedures. An individual 
proposing changes to the boundaries of a District must provide an impact statement to the 
governing body of the District that includes a map and general description of the area, a detailed 
list of taxed properties provided by the county assessor, an estimate of the assessed valuation, an 
estimate in the change of tax rate and tax liability as a result of the proposed change, and a list of 
the benefits to the residents of the area that will result from the proposed change. The governing 
body is required to conduct a public hearing of the proposed changes between 20 to 30 days after 
receiving the changes and mail a notice of the hearing with the impact statement to the owners of 
taxable property within the boundaries of the proposed change. Additionally, the impact 
statement must be sent to the chairman of the county board of supervisors.  

Following the hearing, if the governing body determines that the public health, comfort, 
convenience, necessity or welfare will be promoted, the governing body must approve the impact 
statement and authorize the circulation of petitions. The petitions circulated must contain a map 
and general description of the boundaries of the area to be included and be signed by owners of 
more than one-half of the taxed property units within the boundaries of the proposed change.  

A public hearing is required between 10 to 30 days after the governing body receives the 
petitions. If the petitions are deemed valid, the governing body is required to order the change to 
the boundaries and the changes will take effect 30 days after the vote of the governing body.  

PROVISIONS 
• Requires the mandatory impact statement accompanying a proposal to change the boundaries 

of a District to include specified information of the planning areas and boundaries of 
potentially affected municipalities. 
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• Requires notice be provided to the clerk of any municipality included in a mandatory impact 
statement accompanying a boundary proposal and allows such municipality to return 
comments to the district governing body within 20 days, instead of 10 days, of receiving 
notice. 

• Prohibits a District from annexing an area within the boundaries of a planning area of a 
municipality who has adopted a resolution disapproving the annexation. 

• Specifies that the District may include property located within a municipality’s boundary 
only if the governing body of the municipality approves by ordinance or resolution. 

• Requires any expenditure of monies for changes to a District’s boundaries to be impartial and 
allows for court action to remedy a violation.   
 The attorney general or the county attorney in which the majority of the District is 

located may file an action in the Superior Court to remedy a violation.  

• Allows a District to adopt a map including all areas it plans to annex within 10 years and 
notify all cities and towns located within one mile of the planning area. 

• Allows a District to enter into an intergovernmental agreement or contract if the property is 
not located in the planning area of a municipality or a municipality does not formally agree to 
provide that property service within 60 days of notice of the fire district’s intent. 

• Makes technical and conforming changes.  
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